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REVOLUTIONARY LETTERS AND PAPERS. 
( Continued from page 298._) 
Gen. Lacer to Councit. 
Camp, Warwick, Feb. 2, 1778. 

Sim—My strength is reduced so low that I am under 
the necessity of collecting the small remains into oue 
body, as it is impossible to do any service in the weak 
and scattered condition in which I had them posted. — 
Two-thirds of their time was taken up in hunting provi- 
sions, which the detached parties had always to procure 
for themselves; being at too great a distance to be sup- 
plied by the Commissary. Enclosed I send you a re- 
turn of my numbers; showing also when their,times ex- 
pire. None of the classes, either from Northampton, 
Cumberland, York, or Northumberland, have yet arri- 
ved at camp; and I am assured by several people from 
Northampton, that the Lieutenants of that County have 
not received their instructions for calling them out— 
which induces me to believe the orders from your Ex- 
cellency have been miscarried. 

Two horsemen only have joined me from Philadel- 
phia and Bucks; though I hear more are making ready. 

The enemy have made several manceuvres as if they 
were coming out with large foraging parties; but have 
advanced no further than Frankford. Seven deserters 
from them came to me last week—two Hessians, and 
five British soldiers. 1 have appointed Lieut. David 
Forst, my Brigade Major, and beg your Excellency will 
please to forward him a commission by the bearer. 

I remain, sir, with respect, 
Your very liumble servant, 
J. LACEY. 
To the President of Council. 


IN COUNCIL. 
Lancaster, Feb: 6, 1778. 

Srr—I received your letter of the 2d instant, which 
enclosed a return of the militia under your command, 
and I am sorry to find the number so small. I however 
hope you will shortly be reinforced so considerably as 
to make your corps formidable; and enable you to ren- 
der service to your country by preventing the enemy 
ous injury to the inhabitants, unless they come out in 
orce. 

It would be well for you to write to the issuing Com- 
missary to furnish you with provisions regularly, so that 

our men may be employed more advantageously than 
in collecting them; for, notwithstanding the trouble or 
inconveniency, of furnishing the scouting parties there- 
with, yet it should be done if possible—for if it is left to 
themselves to procure, Iam much afraid irregularities 
will be committed, and complaints exhibited by the in- 
habitants, that may employ more of your time to recti- 
fy, than you will find leisure for. 

Brigade Majors are not furnished with commissions. 
It is customary, I believe, to establish their rank by sig- 
nifying it in general orders. 

The paymasters of each county have generally paid 
the men for their rations of liquor, as it is not possible 
for us to furnish it. Ihope the Assembly at their next 
sitting will put a stop to a practice so expensive, and on 
many accounts, very injurious. 

Iam, with respect, sir, 
Vor, Il. 39 


Your very humble servant, 
THOS. WHARTON, jr. President. 
Brig. Gen. Joun Lacey, jr. 


Grex. Wasninctron To Gen. Lacer. 


Head- Quarters, 8th Feb. 1778. 

Sir—The communication between the city and coun- 
try, in spite of every thing hitherto done, still continu- 
ing, and threatening the most pernicious consequences; 
I am induced to beg you will exert every possible expe- 
dient to put'a stop to it. In order to this, to excite the 
zeal of the militia under your command, and make them 
more active in their duty; t would have you let every 
thing actually taken from persons going into and com- 
ing out of the city, redound to the benefit of the parties 
who take them. At the same time it will be necessary 
to use great precaution to prevent an abuse of this 
privilege; since it may otherwise be made a pre- 
text for plundering the innocent inhabitants. One 
method to prevent this will be, to let no forfeitures take 
place, but under the eye, and with the concurrence of 
some commissioned officer. 

Any horses captured in this manner, fit for the public 
service, either as light or draught horses, must be sent 
to camp, to the Quarter-master General, who wil 
be directed to pay the value of them to the captors. 

I cannot but think your present position is at too 
great a distance from the city, and puts it in the power 
of the disaffected very easily to eluce your guards, and 
carry on their injurious commerce at pleasure; 1 would 
recommend to you to remove to some nearer post, and 
not to depend upon fixed guards; but to keep out con- 
tinual scouts and patroles, as near the city as possible-— 
to ramble through the woods and bye-ways, as well as 
the great roads. The strictest orders should be given 
to the parties; even, when necessary, and the intention 
is evident, to fire upon those gangs of mercenary wretch- 
es who make a practice of resorting to the city with 
marketing. 

I am informed a considerable re-inforcement is com- 
ing to your aid, 

I am, sir, 
Your mo: hum: servt. 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 
To Brigadier General Lacer, 2 
near the Cross-roads, Bucks co, 


Grex. Lacey ro Councrt. 


Warwick, Bucks, Feb. 15, 1778. 

Sin-—My force is at last reduced to almost a cypher. 
Only sixty remain fit for duty incamp. With this num- 
ber, you must of course suppose we are in no wise ca- 
pable of guarding so extensive a country as this; nor 
even safe in our camp, as our number will not afford a 
sufficient picquet and scout for our protection. © I hear 
some troops, from Cumberland county, are on their way 
to joinme. Six or seven, who-out-travelled the rest, 
arrived in camp last night. 

A party of Light Horse came up as far as Butler’s 
tavern, on the old York road, about fourteen miles from 
Philadelphia, the night of the 13th inst. took Mr. But- 
ler, and thence struck across the country to Major 
Wright’s tavern, near White Marsh—took the Major, 
with some others, prisoners, and retired to the city.- 
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Yesterday another party of Foot and Horse advanced up 
the Newtown road as far as Smithfield, and took, it is 
reported, near forty prisoners—the Collectors and Mili- 
tiaoffieers. I hear they are yet in the neighborhood. 
I remain, sir, with respect, your F.xcellency’s 
most obd’t humble servant, 


J. LACEY. 
To the President of Council. 


EXTRACT oF «4 LETTER From Grex, WasnHIneTon TO 
Gen. Lacer. 
** Head-(Quarters, 13th Feb. 1778. 
**Srn—I have yours of the 11th, informing me-of the 

reduced state of your militia, I have wrote to the Pres- 
ident on the subject, and have let him know that unless 
the number of men (one thousand) which Gen. Arm- 
strong promised should be kept up, are regularly and 
constantly in the field, it will be impossible to cover 
the country on the other side of Schuy)kill.” 


aan 


Gen. Laczr To Grex. WasuinetTon, 
Camp, Warwick, Bucks, Feb. 18, 1778. 

Srr—lI receiyed your favor of the 8th inst. I am well 
apprized of the intercourse kept up between the coun- 
try and city; but my strength hitherto has been such as 
rendered it impossible for me to puta stop to it. My 
numbers begin toincrease; and I expectin a few daysto 
be in acondition to encamp nearer the city. At present 
Ihave, out of about six hundred men, but one hundred 
and forty that are armed. I expect arms to arriye to- 
morrow sufficient to complete the whole; when I assure 
your Excellency every measure shall be taken, in my 
power, to put a stop to the intercourse with the city.— 
The enemy comes out every night, and returns next 
morning. A large party of their horse came up last 
night, and took Major Murray prisoner. They also took 
the greatest part of his men, with all the clotlrin his pos- 
session, and all that was left at the Fulling-mill. Qn 
the arrival of the news of the enemy beingat Newtown, 
I marched what men I had armed toward that place; but 
soon found they had left. In order to cover that party 
of the enemy which came to Newtown, they had de- 
tached large parties up the old York road, the road to 
Vancort’s, and the Smithfield road. They have seized 
and taken in with them numbers of the inhabitants, I 
am informed they have repaired Morris’ mill,(one which 
was dismantled, ) and are now using it. 

I remain, &c. 
J. LACEY. 


His Excellency Gen. WasaineToy. 


Gen. Washington to Gen. Lacey. 


Head Quarters Valley Forge, Feb. 21st.1778. 
Sir, I received your favours ofthe 19 & 20th inst.* With 
respect to the three men you mentioned to have taken, 
when going to Philadelphia, I wish you to examine 


tive and enterprising officers—If this is not the case, or 
the design should be previously talked of, or communi- 
cated, it is almost certain that the enemy will be inform- 
ed of it; and will not only find means to prevent the 
execution of the plan, but will take measures to cut off 
the party. The situation of the place is some what pe- 
culiar and difficult. This is an additional motive for se- 
crecy, and tbe greatest activity. Ifthe party could go 
on one way, and come off another, it would be advisa- 
ble; and it appears to me if they could return * ° 
(hiatus in M.S._) , e : e * 
their retreat would be the more secure. Guides in 
whom you have the strictest confidence should be pro- 
vided, if the officers appointed to eommand the party 
are not acquainted with the routes themselves: But in 
procuring them, if they are necessary, you must use 
much caution and management. 


I am Sir, 
Your most obedt.. servant. 
Brig. Gen, weenie GEO. WASHINGTON, 
in Bucks County. 
P.S. If there is any hay towards Dunk’s Ferry, or any 
where else, which you suppose will be in the reach of 


the enemy, that should be destroyed also, if you cannot 
remove it, 


Gen. Washin to Gen Lacey. 
Head Quarters, Valley. Forge, 2d March, 1778. 

Sir, L_ yesterday recieved yours of the 27th Feby. +— 
I had heard of the loss ofthe cattle before it came to 
hand; and I am sorry to say that the loss is imputed to 
your having refused to let the drovers have a guard, 
when they applied for one. I shall be glad to know 
whether it is so; and if true, what could be your reason 
for refusing, 

I desire you to send a party of 150men,under a good of- 
ficer, well armed and completed with amunition, to Bar- 
tholomew’s Tavern on Wednesday next at 11 o’clock in 
the morning. The officer will meet a party there at 
that time from this camp, and will then receive his or- 
ders. Asavery particular piece of service is to be execut- 
ed,I beg that the party may be punctual to the time, and 
not fail upon any pretence whatever. 

You are constantly to make me weekly returns of 
your numbers, and where your parties are posted,that I 
may know how to direct the route of any parties sent 
from this — 

I don’t well know what ta do with the great numbers 
of people taken going into Philadelphia. I have pun- 
ished several very severely, fined others heavily, and 
some are sentenced to be imprisoned during the war.— 
If the state would take them in hand, and deal properly 
with them, it would be more agreeable to me than to 
inflict military punishment uponthem. The evidences 
seldom appear against those guilty of small crimes, and 
then they escape. Ifyou think that the state will re- 
ceive those persons that you have taken, Iam _ willing 


them and the witnesses on the subject, and to punish | that they should be given up to them, either to be pun, 


them in such manner as they may deserve. If there 


ished as criminals, or kept to be exchanged for those in- 


are any of them who appear to be great offenders, and | habitants lately taken away from their families. 


to be proper objects for capital punishment, you will 
send them to head quarters, with the witnesses, that 
they may be tried by a general court martial here. I 
am informed there still remains a considerable quantity 
of Hay at Point-no-Point, notwithstanding the large sup- 
plies the enemy have obtained from thence. This, it 
is more than probable they will attempt to get away be- 
fore it be long, since all accounts agree that the forage 
they collected heretofore is nearly expended. As it is 
of infinite importance to distress them in this article, and 
prevent them [from] obtaining further supplies, I must 
request that you will devise some method immediately 
for destroying all the hay at the place I have mentioned. 
The business should be conducted with great address 
and secrecy, and suddenly by an active party, under ac- 





* Both missing, 


Iam Sir, 
Your most obedient sery’t. 
To Brig. Gen. Lacer, ¢ GEO. WASHINGTON, 
Cross roads, Bucks Count 
P.S, If either or any of’ the persons now in your cus- 
tody are such that you think are proper to make exam- 
ples of, and you have sufficient evidence to convict 
them, send them over to me, andI will have them im- 
mediately tried by a court martial. 


Gen. Lacry To Grex. WasHIncTon. 
Camp, Crooked Billet, March 3d, 1778. 
Sir, I received your Excellency’s favor of the 2d inst. 
at seven o’clock this evening. It is true I refused the 
droyer a guard for the cattle; and the reason was on ac- 





+ Missing. 
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count of the smallness of my numbers. Although four | or kept to exchange for those inhabitants who have 
hundred troops Were newly arrived from Cumberland | lately been taken from their families. 

and York counties, only 100 of them at that time had re- | ~{ wish most sincerely the state would adopt some 
ceived any arms: and nearly half of those were without | plan of this sort; and designate some place where the 
flints. About fifty of the Chester county militia made | villains might be sent, for their confinement, or punish- 
up my whole force; and the times of those fifty expired | ment. Many have been whipped, their horses, market- 
the evening the application was made—and riext morn- | ting, and every thing taken from them; yet they will not 
ing the arms were delivered up. I advised the drover | desist—and I am well convinced that nothing will stop 
to take a course further back in the country, where I | them but confinement. I should be glad to know your 
concluded they might pass without danger: In the | determination as speedily as pessible. 

condition I was in, I was not able to furnish the guards; A drove of cattle which was passing through the coun- 
and patroles sufficient for the safety of my own camp: | try, was taken the beginning of last week, by the ene- 
nevertheless had I suspected the least danger, Ishould | my. The times of the Chester county militia had expi- 
have sent what men I had equipped with them. red; and those newly arrived from Cumberland and 

When the former classes were discharged, the arms | York counties, were without arms. I was not able to 

were sent to Allentown to be repaired. Those men new- | furnish them with a guard; which, it is supposed, was 
7 arrived came without arms; and it was some time be- | the principal reason of their being taken. 

ore we could by any means get them back, for the | The Major has sent a return of the Brigade to Col. 
want of waggons. Ihave near forty men in camp un- | Matlack; but for fear it should miscarry, I have enclosed 


armed at this time. ‘The flints did not arrive until last | a copy. Lam, with respect, 
night. Your Excellency’s most obdt. hble. servt. 
I am very badly off for provisions. The men have J. LACEY. 
been many days without any; and at this time [have not| To the President of Council. 
two day’s allowance in camp. P. S. Fifteen Light Horse have joined me from 


Proof is very hard to find against those taken on the | Philadelphia and Bucks county. I found it necessary to 
road going to market, sufficient for their conviction, un- | have some person te command them; as I could have no 
less what marketing they have in their possession will | order without it. Ihave directed Mr. Robert Vanhorn 
be sufficient. One of the prisoners, is charged with | to take the command, until the pleasure of the Council 
passing counterfeit money, as well as carrying on a | should be known. He is from Bucks county, and acts, 
trade with the enemy. As soonas I can collect the | as yet, very well. He is willing, 1 believe, to engage 


evidence, I will send him over for trial. during the campaign in that way, if the Council should 
I have the honor to be &c. think proper tokeep upa Troop. I have likewise ap- 

J. LACEY. pointed Mr. Jos: Rodman to act as Quarter-master to the 

His Excellency Troop. There is none appointed to the Philadelphia 
Grn. Wasuineron. ¢ Horse. They all act together. I should be glad to 


— know the Council’s pleasure, respecting these regula- 
Grn. Lacey po Gen. ARMSTRONG. tions; and also what further steps they may think ne~ 
Camp, Crooked Billet, March 4th 1778. _ | cessary. 
Dear General, Little did I expect to take the field so —_ 
soon, when I saw you last; neither did I expect so much Gen. Lacrr ro Cotncit. 
trouble was allotted to me, as I have found since I have Camp, near Whitemarsh, March 11, 1778. _ 
had the command. I do not mean hard fatigues of body; | S1r,—-I have been visiting the enemy’s lines, and 
for that, where things go on smoothly, I pride in—but | have made two attempts to destroy the forage on the 
it is the incessant fatigue and anxiety of mind, of | Point; but both proved unsuccessful. The last time f 
which I complain. I have been turned out into a wide | should have effected my design, had not my pilot de- 
country, to protect its inhabitants, and to stop an inter- | ceived me. The quantity of hay on the Point is but 
course with the enemy, (which it wou!'d require two |-small; the greatér part having been removed. _I have 
thousand troops to effect,) with only fifty men, which | destroyed a large quantity of forage between the Red 
was actually my strength for a long time; and when a | Lion and Dunk’s ferty, on the Delaware. . 
reinforcement came, they were helpless and without | Assoon as I approach within eightor ten miles of the 
arms, and none in camp. It was some time before the | enemy’s lines, the inhabitants having their horses con- 
arms, (which were at Col. Antes’s, and at Allentown,) | cealed in bye-places, mount them, and taking their way 
could be brought to camp, for the want of waggons-— | through fields and private paths, repair directly to the 
While in this awkward situation, a drover of cattle which | city with the intelligence that the rebels are in the 
was passing through the country, was taken by the en- | neighborhood. Not one word of intelligence can we 
emy, on account of my not being able to provide them | procure from them—not even the directions of the 


with a guard. roads. e 
We are sadly off, for want of provisions. What we| There are large sums of counterfeit money circula- 
do get is almost carrien; and not allowance of that. ting in the lower part of Bucks and Philadelphia coun~ 
Lam, Dear General, with respect, ties; which are brought out of the city by the market 

Your most ebed’t humble servt. people. ay 

Gen. Anmstrone. J. LACEY. I moved over into this quarter with a view to join 
_ Col. Nagle; but find he has returned to Head-Quarters- 
Grex. Lacty To Councit. As there are a number of mills on the Neshaminy em- 


Camp, Crooked Billet. Marck 4th, 1778. | ployed in grinding for the army, some of which have a 
Sir, It is distressirg to learn the numbers of people | considerable store of wheat and flour in them, I have 
who flock to the enemy with marketing; amongst whom | thought it might be of more service to lay somewhere in 
there are many young fellows who have fied from | reach of them, to prevent the enemy from destroying, 
their homes to save ther fines, and are carrying ona ped- | or taking off the flour; for which purpose I mean to 
diing trade between the city and country. I have taken | move further in that neighborhood. My scouting par- 
several of them who were going to the enemy with par- | ties Keep pretty low down towards the enemy. . 
cels of meal on their backs. Some ofthem Lam acquainted | Enclosed is a return of my Brigade. They are situa~ 
with; and I do believe they were going to join the en- | ted in the following manner: 
cmy- Present at this place, rank and file, : 399 
ft have written to his Excellency, Gen. Washington, | On command, with cattle, do - - 50 
concerning them. He is willing that they shonld be de- | On do with Capt. Henderson and Capt. 
livered up to the state,either to be punished.as criminals, Humphrey, in Bucks county, a 50 
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At Doylestown, guarding the stores, - - 35 | you will immediately send me notice. If your parties 


Sick, - . 64 | should meet with any people going to market, or any 
On furlough, - - - ero 9 | persons whatever going to the city, and they endeavor 
Deserted, - - - - - 9 | to make their escape, you will order your men to fire 
—— | upon the villains. You will leave such on the roads, 
616 | their bodies and their marketing lying together. This 
I have the honor to be with respect, &c. 1 wish you to execute on the first offenders you meet; 
J. LACEY. | that they may be a warning to others. You are to let no 

To the President of Council. 


Is Counci. 


Laneaster, March 12, 1778. 

S:m—I received your letter of the 4th inst., which I 
Jaid before Council. it is greatly to be lamented that 
there are any amongst us so lost to every sentiment of 
yirtue, as in any manner to aid those who are enemies to 
the just cause we are engaged in. Your neighborhood 
seems to abound with such; and therefore every nerve 
should be exerted to bring the traitors to justice. Those 
you have taken should be safely secured in order for 
trial; as the treason law of this state will reach the 
crime you mention, if proper proof be exhibited; which 
I beg you to attend to. However, as the Chief Justice 
is in this borough, | will consult him upon it, and let you 
know his opinion by the next opportunity. 


erson whatever goto the city. You are to stay on the 
i. till further orders. You will send me word of your 
movements, and what information you can get from the 
enemy, every day, by one of the Troop. 
I am, sir, your most obd’t, 
J. LACEY. 
To Mr. Vannonx, com- 
manding Light Horse. 





BUSINESS OF THE LAND OFFICE. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General As- 
sembly met. 

In conformity to the requisitions of the several acts of 
the Assembly in that case made and provided, I respect- 
fully report to the House of Representatives, the situa- 

The militia law will not justify the Lieutenant of the | 8" of the office of the Secretary of the Land Office,and 
County to permit two men to serve as one, and to be also the business done in the office during the year end- 
discharged at the expiration of one month; and Iam not | '"& with the 30th day of November, 1828. 

a little surprized that any gentleman in that line would Business done for which no fees are received. 

sve it the least couatenance. 749 Patents written, sealed, &c. 
Both Philadelphia and Bucks counties have for a 749 Patents meen tee 
time been greatly exposed to the insults and rava- 735 nae a the Surveyor — filed. 

ges ofthe enemy. Council, therefore, relying that you - . ers to the Surveyor General, for Returns. 

will do your utmost, not only to protect the inhabi-| .° ee to —— wearer s issued. 

tants, but to annoy the enemy, have no doubt they will "33 A ales we 5 y a seied 

soon hear that a total stop is put to the insultsofthe To-| 2° “PP scants for Islands, entered and filed. 


. ; 337 Applications for new warrants entered and filed. 
ries by your alacrity ee 33 Warrants to Survey Islands. 
> 


1315 Calculations of amount due. 
hana veomaauuer oe bah, 1315 Corea te the Treasurer of amounts due on 
prs iene aenera mm. 1315 Treasurer’s receipts entered and delivered to the 
. P» Y Auditor General, accompanied with lists. 
-521 Vouchers, written and filed. 
735 Tickets from the Surveyor General filed. 
1315 Accounts journalized, and the acceunts posted & 
indexed. 
45 Mortgages and Bonds written and executed. 
509 Entries in the Fee book. 
Transcribing the same quarterly, and settling with 
the Auditor General. 
45 Minutes of the board of property, recorded and in- 
dexed. 
36 Transcripts of entries of warrants, &c. fer the use 
of the Surveyor General’s office. 
30 Searches for the use of Surveyor General’s office. 
72 Mortgages transcribed. 


Gen. Warne tro Gen. Lacey. 


Bensalem, March 15, 1778. 

Sir—His Excellency having ordered me to collect 
and drive in all the cattle, horses, and wagons in the 
counties of Bucks and Philadelphia, likely to fall into 
the hands of the enemy—especially the properity of 
the Tories,—I wish you to order your Troops to make 
a grand forage between Newtown and Philadelphia, and 
im that direction, through both connties: driving the 
property so taken into your rear,—and from thence to 
camp——passing certificates te the owners for the same, 
to the end that the well-affected may at one day re- 
ceive compensation. 

You need not be very nice with regard to the cattle 


: 72. Bonds. 
being fat, but order all to be taken that can be used-- | 1458 Calculation of amounts due on lands, under the 
together with the horses fit for cavalry, or draft; and all act of 1820. 


sheep ahd hogs fit for use, together with wagons and 

gears, which you will cause to be loaded with forage. 

You will please to order all these articles, that you 

may collect within two or three days, to be delivered to 
Col. Butler, who will escort them to camp. 

Interim, 1 am sir, 
Your most humble servant, 
ANTHONY WAYNE, B. G. 


Business done in the office from the 1st of October, 1827, 
to the 1st Octeder, 1828, for which fees were receivable. 
182 Searches. 
283 Calculations. 

80 Exemplifications of patents. 

77 Office copies with seals, 

18 Caveats entered. 

19 Citations issued. 

31 Certificate discharge of liens. 

22 Orders for re-survey. 

45 Orders for valuing islands. 

Camp, March 19th, 1778. 8 Judgments of board of property. 

Sir—You are to proceed with your Troop towards| Of the balance of the appropriation for clerk hire, for 
the enemy’s lines—to keep on the roads leading to | the year 1827, which remained unexpended on the first 
Bristol, to Smithfield, the York, and the White Marsh | day of October of that year, there was expended in com- 
roads. You will keep constant patroles on these roads, | pensating clerks to the first of April, 1828, the sum of 
by night and by day; and if the enemy should come out, | 1846 dollars 96 cents. 


Gen. Lacey. 


Gexw. Gacer’s Orpers Tro nis Scourine Parry. 
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By the act of the 16th of April, 1827, there was an- 
nually appropriated for clerk hire, in this office, the 
sum of three thousand six hundred dollars, of which 
sum there hath been expended for clerk hire, from the 
first day of April, until the first day of October, 1828, 
$1849 96, leaving unexpended to compensate clerks 
to the first of April, 1829, $1700 54. 

Of the appropriation for the contingent expenses of 
this office for the year 1827, there was expended from 
the first of October, 1827, until the first of April, 1828, 
$335 89. 

Of the annual appropriation for the contingent expen- 
ses of the office, from the first of April, to the first of 
October, 1828, $699 42, has been expended, leaving a 
balance unexpended of oe fe fro a , 

L expenses of t m the 1st of October, 
1827, to * Dattticde, 1828. 

Paid for paper, parchment and printing, $734 50 

ostage on Jetters on public business, 47 37 


Stationary, 37 96 
Messen w » 132 00 

Washing office, repairing stoves and 
windows, 17 35 
Binding laws and record books, 15 00 
Fuel, 50 59 
$1.034 77 


As respects the state of the office, I can only state 
that the books are posted and indexed, and the vouch- 
ers regularly filled up to the present time. 

Respectfully submitted, by 
JOSHUA DICKERSON, 
Secretary Land Office. 


BUSINESS OF SURVEYOR GENERAL’S 
OFFICE. 
1st December, 1828. 

In obedience to the directions of the several acts of 
the Assembly in that case made and provided, I have the 
honor to make report to the Legislature, of the busi- 
ness performed in, and the state of this office within the 
last year, and of the manner in which the appropriation 
for clerk hire has been applied, and of the contingent 
expenses, including those of the beard of property. 

Business for which no fees are receivable, viz. 

360 new warrants to survey, entered, numbered and 
filed, copies of which have been made and direc- 
ted to the deputy surveyors for execution. 

88 warrants of acceptance, entered, numbered and 

filed. 
1041 tickets directed to the Secretary of the land office, 
each of which required a search to be made. 

735 returns made to the Secretary of the land office, 
for patenting, the surveys and warrants endorsed 
accordingly, and corresponding entries made in 
the warrant books. 

1553 searches for warrants and surveys, of which copies 
or connections were required. 

1553 warrants and surveys re-filed, of all which copies 
or connections were made. 

248 copies made and furnished to deputy surveyors 
and other contractors with the board of property, 
in pursuance of the provisions of the act, entitled 
‘*An act explanatory and supplementary to the 
act, entitled “An act directing the recovery of 
the principal & interest due the Commonwealth, 
from persons holding lands by virtue of locations 
and other office titles issued from or under the 
proprietary government, and for other purpo- 
ses,”’ passed the 11th day of April, 1825, besides 
a great number of searches to enable them to 
perform the duties required by their contracts, 

agreeably to the requisitions of the said act. 
Returns have been received from the aferesaid con- 
tractors for five counties. 
45 copies of warrants, surveys and extracts from dep- 





uty surveyors’ lists of returns, made for the Sec- 





retary of the land office, for the use of the pros- 
ecuting attornies of certain counties in suits to 
be brought for the recovery of the principal and 
interest due the Commonwealth on lands, agree- 
ably to the provisions of the aforesaid act. 

919 new surveys received from deputy surveyors, ex- 
amined, compared with the warrants, entered in 
the deputy surveyors’ lists of returns, marked in 
the warrant books, endorsed with the time of ac- 
ceptance, numbered and filed. 

520 entries made in the fee book. 

4 quarterly accounts made out and settled at the 
Auditor General’s Office. 
Business for which fees have been received, amounting to 
$841 874, viz: 
1088 copies, extracts and certificates. 

61 connections & copies of general drafts, embracing 

465 surveys. 

699 searches. 

During the recess of the legislature, considerable fur- 
ther progress has been made in the revision of the pat- 
ented files, referred to in former reports, and many er- 
rors and omissions corrected and supplied. 

On the first day of April last, there remained unex- 
pended of the appropriation for clerk hire for the year 
ending on that day, $100, since then there has been ap- 
plied in the payment of clerks up to the first day of Oc- 
tober last, $1550, leaving a balance of $1650 for the re- 
mainder of the year ending onthe first day of April 
next. 


The contingent expenses since the last report have been as 


ollows, viz: 
For Stationary and printing, $94 283 
Doorkeeper, 132 00 
Postage, 102 817 
Fuel, 35 50 


Sundry repairs, washing and cleaning office and 





board of property room, &c. 29 933 
Miscellaneous, 2 734 
$397 27% 


Of which $225 81} has been expended since the first 
day of April last, leaving a balance of the appropriation 
for contingent expenses of $224 18} for the remainder 
of the year ending on the first day of April next. 

As to the state of this office required by the provisions 
of the act in pursuance of which, this report is made, I 
can only remark at present, that due care and attention 
has been observed, in bringing up the business of the 
office, and the preservation and arrangement of the 
books and papers in their proper order. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
GABL. HIESTER, Surveyor General. 





STATE ARSENAL AT HARRISBURG. 
Report of Military stores deposited in the State Arsenal at 
Harrisburg, December the 15th, 1828. 
One six pounder, iron (mounted) 
One field carriage 
Two drag-ropes 
Infantry. 
260 muskets with ramrods (cleaned and racked) 


40 do. with bayonets and ramrods do. 
171 do: with bayonets or ramrods do. 
835 do all deficient. 


450 old bayonet scabbards 
561 old cartridge boxes and belts 
10,000 musket flints, said to be 
100 old muskets unfinished and useless 
Rifle. 
53 old rifles deficient 
13 wipers and bullet moulds 
3 chargers 
Camp Equipage. 
813 wall and commun tents, in good order 

1851 tent poles 
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7058 tent pins 
1700 knapsacks 
1074 canteens 
746 camp kettles 
41 stew-pans 
45 covers 
100 new axes, said to be, in three boxes 
30 old mattocks wanting repairs 
32 spades 
9 old mallets 
70 old axes 
Public Property. 

One pair Smith bellows; one old anvil; one vice; one 
hammer; one large burnishing wheel; seven pair of 
tongs; eleven bars of lead, 1100lbs. 9 cases grape shot; 
200 musket balls. 

JOEL BAILEY, Jnspector 1st Bri, 
6th Division Pennsylvania Militia, and 
keeper State Arsenal at Harrisburg. 





DICKINSON COLLEGE. 


Communication from a committee of the board of trus- 
tees of Dickinson College, accompanied with a state- 
ment of the receipts and expenditures of the institu- 
tion, for the year ending 24th September, 1828. 


Carlisle 30th December, 1828. 


To his excellency, J. Andrew Shulze, Esq. 
SIR: 

In obedience to the act of the legislature of this 
commonwealth, passed the 13th day of February, 1826, 
the undersigned a committe of the board of trustees of 
Dickinson College, appointed for that purpose, present 
the enclosed “statement of the way and manner” in 
which the state’s annuity of $5,000 and the other re- 
ceipts during the past year, have been expended. 

We have the honour to remain, 
Your excellency’s most humble, 
and obedient servants, 
GEO. DUFFIELD. 
JACOB HENDEL. 
Receipts and expenditures of Dickinson College, during 


the year commencing October 5th 1827, and ending Sep- 
tember. 24, 1828. 


1827 Receipts, 
Oct. 5 To balance $478 12 
1828 
Jan.8 To state’s annuity, 3,000 00 
Apr.7 Grammar school, 228 20 
do. College session, 3,965 78 
Sep. 24 do. do. 2,316 81 
do. Grammar school, 160 89 
$10,149 80 
1827 Expenditures. 


Oct. 5 By incidental expenses, including 
fuel account, janitor’s wages, treas- 
urer’s commission, increase of li- 
library, repairs, addition to appa- 
ratus, improvements in laboratory, 


&e. $1,198 62 
Steward, 937 58 
Drawback, 251 02 
Temporary loan, 1,544 23 
Reduction of permanent loan, leaying 

the college debt now $2,000, 821 62 
Professors’ salaries, 4,948 39 
Balance now in treasuary, 448 34 


10,149 80 


The undersigned, a committee of the board of trus- 
tees of Dickinson College, appointed for that purpose, 
certify that the above’statement is correct, and made a- 
greeably to the provisions of the act of the legislature, 
supplementary to an act, entitled ‘‘An act for the estab- 


lishment of a college, at the borough of Cariisle, in the 
county of Cumberland, in the state of Pennsylvania,”’ 
passed the 13th of February, 1826, rendering “a state- 
ment of the way and manner, in which the state’s annu- 
ity of $3,000, and the other receipts of the college, du- 
ring the year commencing October 5, 1827, and end- 
ing September 24, 1828, haye been expended. 

GEO. DUFFIELD, 

JACOB HENDEL. 

Carlisle December 30, 1828. 
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The following humorous account of a custom which 
prevailed when it was written and which is now coming 
in seasen, is from the pen of the Hon. Francis Hopkin- 
son. As it has always afforded amusement, whenever 
it has been read, we insert it now, in the hope that it 
will enliven our readers-and that, at the same time, they 


may have an opportunity of testing the accuracy of the 
description. 

Letter from a gentleman in Ameriea, to his friend in 

Europe. 

Dear Srn—The peculiar customs of every country 
appear to strangers awkward and absurd, but the inha- 
bitants consider them as very proper and even necessa- 
ry. Long habit imposes on the understanding, and re- 
conciles it to any thing that is not manifestly pernicious. 
or immediately destructive. 

The religion of a country is scarcely held in greater 
veneration than its established customs: and it is almost 
as difficult to produce an alteration in the one as in the 
other. Any interference of government for the reforma- 
tion of natural customs, however trivial and absurd they 
may be, never fails to produce the greatest discontent, 
and sometimes dangerous convulsions. Of this there are 
frequent instances in history. Bad habits are most safe- 
ly removed by the same means that established them, 
viz: by imperceptible gradations, and the constant ex- 
ample and influence of the higher class of the people. 

We are apt to conclude that the fashions and manners 
of our own country are most rational and proper, be- 
cause the eye and the understanding have long since 
been reconciled to them, and we ridicule or condema 
those of other nations on account of their novelty: yet 
the foreigner will defend his national habits with at least 
as much plausibility as we can ourown. The truth is, 
that reason has little to doin the matter. Customs are 
for the most part arbitrary, and one nation has as good: 
a right to fix its peculiarities as another. It is of no pur- 
pose to talk of convenience asa standard: every thing 
becomes convenient by practice and habit. 

I have read somewhere ofa nation (in Africa I think) 
which is governed by twelve counsellors. When these 
counsellors are to meet on public business, twelve large’ 
earthen jars are set in two rows, and filled with water. 
The counsellors enter the apartment one after another,. 
stark naked, and each leaps into a jar, where he sits up 
to the chin in water.— When the jars are all filled with 
counsellors, they proceed to deliberate on the great 
concerns of the nation. This, to be sure, forms a very 
grotesque scene; but the object is to transact the public 
business: they have been accustomed todo it in this way, 
and therefore it appears to them the most rational and’ 
convenient way. Indeed, if we consider it impartially, 
there seems tobe no reason why a counsellor may not 
be as wise in an earthen jar_as in an elbow chair; or 
why the good of the people may not be as maturely 
considered in the one as im the other. 

The established manners of every country are the 
standards of propriety with the people who have adopt- 
ed them; and every nation assumes the right of consid- 
ering all deviations therefrom as barbarisms and absur- 
dities. 

The Chinese have retained their laws and customs 
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for ages immemorial: and althongh they have long had | and confused mass for the fore-ground of the picture; 
a commercial intercourse with European nations, and | gridirons and frying-pans, rusty shovels and broken 
are wellacquainted with their improvements in the arts, | tongs, joint stools, and the fractured remains of rush 


and their modes of civilization, yet they are so far from | bottomed chairs. 


being convinced of any superiority in the European 
manners, that their government takes the most serious 
measures to prevent the customs of foreigners taking 
root amongst them. It employs their utmost vigilance 
to enjoy the benefits of commerce, and at the same 
time guard against innovations that might affect the 
characteristic manners of the people. 

Since the discovery of the Sandwich islands in the 
South sea, they have been visited by ships from several 
nations; yet the natives have shown no inclination to 
prefer the dress and manners of the visitors to their own. 
it is even probable that they pity the ignorance of the 
Europeans they have seen, as far removed from civiliza- 
tion; and value themselves on the propriety and advan- 
tage of their own customs. 

There is nothing new in these observations, and I had 
no intention of making them when I sat down to write, 
but they obtruded themselves upon me. My intention 
was to give you some account of the people of these new 
states; but I am not sufficiently informed for the pur- 
pose, having, as yet, seen little more than the cities of 
New-Yorkand Philadelphia. 1 have discovered but few 
national singularities amongst them. Their customs 
and manners are nearly the same with those of England; 
which they have long been used to copy. For, previous 
to the late revolution, the Americans were taught from 
their infancy to look up to the English as the patterns 
of perfection in all things. 

I have, however, observed one custom, which, for 
aught I know, is peculiar to this country. An account 
of it will serve to fill up the remainder of this sheet, and 
may afford you some amusement. 

When a young couple are about to enter on the ma- 
trimonial state, a never failing article in the marriage 
treaty is, that the lady shall have and enjoy the free and 
unmolested exercise of the rights of wuire-wasuine, 
with all its ceremonials, privileges, and appurtenances. 
You will wonder what this privilege of white-washing is. 
I will endeavor to give you an idea of the ceremony, as 
Lhave seen it performed. } 

There is no season of the year in which the lady may 
not,if she pleases,claim her privilege; but the latter end 
of May is generally fixed upon for the purpose. The 
attentive husband may judge, by certain prognostics, 
when the storm is nigh at hand. If the lady grows un- 
commonly fretful, finds fault with the servants, is discon- 
tented with the children, and complains much of the 
nastiness of every thing about her: these are symptoms 


There a closet has disgorged its bow- 
els—rivetted plates and dishes, halves of china bowls, 
cracked tumblers, broken wine-glasses, phials of forgot- 
ten physic, papers of unknown powders, seeds and dry- 
ed herbs, tops of tea-pots, and stoppers of departed de- 
canters— from the rag hole in the garret, to the rat hole 
in the cellar, no place escapes unrummaged. It would 
seem as if the day of general doom was come, and the 
utensils of the house were dragged forth to judgment. 
In this tempest, the words of king Lear unavoidably 
present, and might with little alteration be made strict- 
ly applicable. 








Let the great gods 

That keep this dreadful pudder over our heads 
Find out their enemies now. Tremble thou wretch 
That hast within thee undivulged crimes 

Unwhipt of justice-———_______" 

“____ Close pent up guilt, 

Rive your concealing continents, and ask 

These dreadful summoners grace.” 


This ceremony completed, and the house thoroughly 
evacuated, the next operation is to smear the walls and 
ceilings with brushes, dipped in a solution of lime called 
wuiTsz-wasu; to pour buckets of water overevery floor, 
and scratch all the partitions and wainscots with hard 
brushes, charged with soft soap and stone cutter’s sand. 

The windows by no means escape the general deluge. 
A servant scrambles out upon the pent-house, at the 
risk of her neck, and with a mug in her hand, and a 
bucket within reach, dashes innumerable gallons of wa- 
ter against the glass panes, to the great annoyance of 
passengers in the street. 

I have been told that an action at law, was once 
brought against one of these water nymphs, by a person 
who had a new suit of clothes spoiled by this operation: 
but after long argument it was determined that no dam- 
ages could be awarded; inasmuch as the defendant was 








in the exercise of a legal right, and not answerable for 
| the consequences. 


And so the “poor gentleman was 
doubly non-suited; for he lost both his suit of clothes 
and his suit at law. 

These smearings and scratchings, these washings and 
dashings, being duly performed, the next ceremonial is 
to cleanse and replace the distracted furniture. You 
may have seen a house-raising, ora ship-launch—recol- 
lect, if you can, the hurry, bustle, colada and noise 
of such a scene, and you will have some idea of this 
cleansing match. The misfortune is, that the sele ob- 


which ought not to be neglected, yet they sometimes go ject is to make things clean. It matters not how many 
off without any further effect. But if, when the hus- | useful, ornamental, or valuable articles suffer mutilation 


band rises in the morning, he should observe in the 
yard, a wheel-barrow, with a quantity of lime init, or 
should see certain buckets filled with a solution of lime 
in water, there is no time for hesitation. He immediate- 
ly locks up the apartment or closet where his papers, 
and private property are kept, & putting the key in his 

ocket, betakes himself to flight. A husband, however 
alowed, becomes a perfect nuisance during this season 
of female rage. His authority is superseded, his com- 
mission suspended, and the very scullion who cleans the 
the brasses in the kitchen becomes of more importance 
than him. He has nothing for it but to abdicate, for a 
time, and run from an evil which he can neither pre- 
vent nor mollify. 

The husband gone, the ceremony begins, The walls 
are stripped of their furniture—paintings, prints, and 
looking-glasses lie in huddled heaps about the floors; 
the curtains are torn from their testers, the beds 
crammed into windows, chairs and tables, bedsteads 
and cradles crowd the yard; and the garden fence bends 
beneath the weight of carpets, blankets, cloth cloaks, 
old coats, under petticoats, and ragged breeches. Here 
may be seen the lumber of the kitchen, forming a dark 


or death under the operation. A mahogany chair and 
a carved frame undergo the same discipline: they are 
to be made clean at all events; but their preservation is 
not worthy of attention. For instance: a fine large en- 
graving is laid flat upon the floor; a number of smaller 
prints are piled upon it, until the super-incumbent 
weight cracks the lower glass-—but this is of no impor- 
tance, A valuable picture is placed leaning-against the 
sharp corner of a table; others are made to lean against 
that, tillthe pressure of the whole forces the corner of 
the table through the canvass of the first. . The frame 
and glass of a fine print are to be cleansed; the spirit and 
oil used on this occasion are suffered to leak through 
and deface the engraving—no matter! If the glass is 
clean and the frame shines it is sufficient—the rest is 
not worthy of consideration. An able arithmetician hath 
made a calculation, founded on long experience, and 
proved that the losses and destruction incident on two 
white-washings are equal to one removal and three re- 
movals equal to one fire. 

This cleansing frolic over, matters begin to resume 
their pristine appearance; the storm. abates, and all 
wou!d be well again, but it is impossible that so great a 
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convulsion in so small a community should pass over 
without producing some consequences. For two or 
three weeks after the operation, the family are usually 
afflicted with sore eyes, sore throats, or severe colds, 
occasioned by exhalations from wet floors and damp 
walls. 

I know a gentleman here who is fond of accounting 
for every thing in a philosophical way. He considers 
this, which I call a ewstom, as a real, periodical disease, 
peculiar to the climate. His train of reasoning is whim- 
sical and ingenious, but I am not at leisure to give you 
the detail. ‘The result was that he founc the distemper 
to be incurable; but after much study, he thought he 
had discovered a method to divert the evil he could not 
subdue. For this purpose, he caused a small building, 
about twelve feet square, to be erected in his garden, 
and furnished with some ordinary chairs and tables, and 
afew prints ofthe cheapest sort. His hope was, that 
when the white-washing frenzy seized the females of his 
family, they might repair to this apartment, and scrub, 
and scour, and smear to their hearts content; and so 
spend the violence of the disease in this outpost, whilst 
he enjoyed bimselfin quiet at head-quarters. But the 
experiment did not answer his expectation. It was im- 
possible it should, since a principal part of the gratifica- 
tion consists in the lady’s having an uncontrolled right 
to torment her husband, at least once in every year; to 
turn him out of doors, and take the reins of government 
into her own hands. 

T here is a much better contrivance than this of the 
philosopher’s: which is, to cover the walls of the house 
with paper. This is generally done. And though it 
does not abolish, it at least shortens the period of female 
dominion. This paper is decorated with various fancies, 
and made so ornamental that the women have admitted 
the fashion without perceiving the design. 

There is also another alleviation of the hushand’s dis- 
tress. He generally has the sole use of a small room or 
closet for his books and papers, the key of which he is 
allowed to keep. ‘This is considered as a privileged 
place, even in the white-washing season, and stands 
like the land of Goshen amidst the plagues of Egypt.— 
But then he must be extremely cautious, and ever upon 
his guard: for should he inadvertently go abroad, and 
leave the key in his door, the house maid, who is always 
on the watch for such an opportunity, immediately en- 
ters in triumph with buckets, brooms, and brushes— 
takes possession of the premises, and forthwith puts all 
his books and papers éo rights, to his utter confusion, 
and sometimes serious detriment. I can give you an in- 
stance. 

A gentleman was sued at law, by the executors of a 
mechanic, on a charge found against him in the decea- 
sed’s books to the amount of £30. The defendant was 
strongly impressed with a belief that he had discharged 
the debt and taken a receipt; but as the transaction was 
of long standing, he knew not where to find the receipt. 
The suit went on in course, and the time approached 
when judgment should be obtained against him. He 
then sat down seriously to examine a large bundle of 
old papers, which he had untied and displayed on a ta- 
ble for the purpose. In the midst of his searth he was 
suddenly called away on business of importance. He 
forgot to lock the door of hisroom. The house maid 
who had been long looking for such an opportunity, im- 
mediately entered with the usual implements, and with 
great alacrity fell to cleaning the room and puiting 
things to rights. One of the first objects that struck her 
eye was the confused situation of the papers on the ta- 
ble. ‘These, without delay, she huddled together like 
so many dirty knives and forks; but in the action a 
small piece of paper fell unnoticed on the floor, which 
unfortunately happened to be the very receipt in ques- 
tion. As it had no very respectable appearance, it was 
soon after swept out with the common dirt of the room, 
and carried in a dust pan to the.yard. The tradesman 
had neglected to enter the credit in his book. The de- 





fendant could find nothing to obviate the charge, and 
so judgment went against him for debt and costs. A 
fortnight after the whole was settled and the money 
paid, one of the children found the receipt amongst the 
dirt in the yard, 

There is also another custom, peculiar to the city of 
Philadelphia, and nearly allied with the former. I mean 
that of washing the pavements before the doors every 
Saturday evening. I at first supposed this to be a regu- 
lation of the police; but, on further inquiry, I find it is 
a religious rite preparatory to the Sabbath; and it is, I 
believe, the only religious rite in which the numerous 
sectaries of this large city perfectly agree. The cere- 
mony begins about sunset and continues till ten or elev- 
enat night. Itis very difficult fora stranger to walk 
the streets on those evenings. He runs acontinual risk 
of having a bucket of dirty water dashed against his legs; 
but a Philadelphian born is so much accustomed to the 
danger that he avoids it with surprising dexterity. It is 
from this circumstance that a Philadelphian may be 
known any where by acertain skip in his gait. The 
streets of New York are paved with rough stones. These, 
indeed, are nut washed, but the dirt is so thoroughly 
swept from between them that they stand up sharp and 
prominent, to the great annoyance of those who are not 
accustomed to so rough a path. But habit reconciles eve- 
ry thing. It is diverting enough to see a Philadelphian at 
New York. He walks the street with as much painful 
caution as if his toes were covered with corns, or his 
feet lamed by the gout; whilst a New Yorker, as little 
approving the plain masonry of Philadelphia, shuffics 
— the pavement like a parrot upon a mahogany 
table. 

It must be acknowledged that the ablutions I have 
mentioned are attended with no small inconvenience; 
yet the women would not be induced by consideration 
to resign their privilege. 

Notwithstanding this singularity, Ican give you the 
strongest assurances that the women of America make 
the most faithful wives, and the most attentive mothers 
inthe world. And I don’t doubt but you will join me 
in opinion, that ifa married man is made miserable only 
for one week in a whole year, he will have no great cause 
to complain of the matrimonial bond. 

This letter has run on to a length I did not expect; I 
therefore hasten to assure you that I am as ever. 

Your, &c. &c, &e. 

June, 1785. 





THE CHARTER OF THE BOROUGH OF 
BRISTOL. 


Preamble. GEORGE, by the grace of GOD, of 
Great-Britain, France and Ireland King, Defender of 
the faith, &c. To all to whom these presents shall come, 
Greeting. WHEREAS our loving Subjects, Anthony 
Burton, John Hall, William Wharton, Joseph Bond, and 
many other Inhabitants of the Town of Bristol, in the 
Province of Pennsylvania, in our Dominions in 4m erica, 
by their humble Petition presented unto William Keith, 
Esq; with our Royal Approbation Governor of the said 
Province of Pennsylvania, on Behalf of themselves, and 
others the Inhabitants and Freeholders of the said Town 
of Bristol, have set forth, That divers persons, natural- 
born-subjects of our Kingdom of Great-Britain, who 
were formerly adventurers into the Province of Penn- 
sylvania, and owners of a certain Tract or Scite of Land 
formerly called Buckingham, in the county of Bucks, in 
the Province aforesaid, did, by the approbation of the 
Honorable WILLIAM PENN, Esq; late Proprictor 
and Governor in Chief of the same province of Penn- 
sylvania, appropriate several lots or Parcels of their 
Lands, lying or bounding on the River Delaware, for 
the Accommodation of Tradesmen and others to build 
and settle upon; and that many People since have there- 
by been encouraged to erect Buildings, as well for the 
Conveniency of trade and cohabitation, and lay out pub- 
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lic Streets for the public use and benefit; as also to | shall contain the same breadth, and shall extend from 
erect a Church and Meeting-house for the public Wor- | South-west end of Pond street; the course begins at 
ship of God in the said Town; and that the Magistrates | the North east side of Mill street, and run South west 
and Freemen of the said county of Bucks, by the Coun- | nincty-four feet from the South west side of Mill stfeet 
tenance and approbation of the Governor, caused «| upon the South east side of the said Pond street, and 


for long time held their Courts of General Quarter ses- 
sions of the Peace and Common-pleas at the said town 
of Bristol; and because that good order and rule is so 
very necessary to the well-being of a People and Place, 
though their Request is not to be granted of Right, but 
of Grace, have humbly besought the said William Keith, 
Esq; with our Royal approbation Governor of said Pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania, for our Letters Patents, under 
the Great Seal of our said Province of Pennsylvania, to 
erect the said town into a Borough, and to incorporate 
the freeholders and inhabitants of the same with perpet- 
ual Succession by what name soever the said William 
Keith, Governor of our said Province, shall think fit:—- 
As also, to grant such Immunities and Privileges as may 
be thought necessary for the well-ordering and ruling 
thereof. And we being willing to promote Trade, In- 
dustry, Rule and good order, amongst all our loving 
Subjects, by granting their reasonable Request n that 
behalf. 

THEREFORE KNOW YE, That we, of our special 
Grace, certain Knowledge and meer Motion, have erect- 
ed, and do by these presents erect, the said town of 
Bristol into a borough, which shall be called, The Bo- 
rough of Bristol, for ever. The extent of which town 
and borough is and shall be comprized within the fol- 
lowing Boundaries, to wit, Beginning at the mouth of 
Mill creek where it empties itself into the River Del- 
aware; from thence, extending by the Channel of the 
same Creek, upwards by the several Cuurses thereof to 
a Bridge, called Otter’s Bridge; then by Joseph Bond’s 
land, North fifty two degrees, East Ninety-six Perches 
to a post; then North thirty-nine degrees, East fifty-five 
Perches to « Post; then by the West andthe Mill-dam 
South-east fifty eight Perches; then from the end of the 
said Dam Fast eight degrees. South one hundred and 
forty Perches to a Post; then South-east one hundred 
and five Perches to a Post by the said River Delaware; 
thence down the same river West twenty-seven degrees, | 
South one hundred and ninety-two Perches to the place | 
of Beginning, including Phineas Pemberton’s Survey of | 
the said town, with additions, according to the Agree- 
ment of the said Inhabitants. 

AND wedo hereby grant and ordain, That the 
courses and distances of the streets already laid out in | 
the said town and borough shall be and continue as fol- 
loweth, to wit; The Mill-street, containing sixty-one feet 
in breadth, which begins at an Asp tree now standing 
at the North east side of the said Mill-street, and North 
west side of Radcliff-street, shall extend from thence 
North-west thirteen Perches and a half to Cedar-street, 
then three Perches for the said Cedar-street, and twen- 
ty-one Perches to Wood street: Then three Perches for 
that street, and fifteen Perches to Pond-street: Then 
three Perches for that street, and the same course to the 
Mill-race. The said Radcliff containing sixty-six feet in 
breadth, which begins at the said Asp tree, shall extend 
from thence East twenty-seven degrees, North fourteen 
perches and a half to Market-street: Then three Perches 
for that street, and 27 perches to Mulberry-stree: then 
three peches for that street, and 23 perches to Wainut- 
street: ‘Then three perches for that street, and the same 
course to the extent of the said town. The streets 
from the said Mill-street to the said creek, being three 
in number, the first of them shal! contain three Perch- 
es in Breadth,and shal] extend from the South-west end 
of Cedar-street West thirty eight degrees, South to the 
said creek, the course of beginning at the South-west of 
Mill-street. The second shall contain three perches in 
Breadth, and shall extend from the South-west end of 
Wood-street, beginning at the North east side of Mill- 
street and runing South west to the creek. The third 
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Court-House and Prison to be erected there, and have 
| 





one hundred and twenty-four feet on the North west 
thereof; and then South ten degrees East to the said 
creek. And the streets laid out opposite to the end of 
the said Mill-street, Market street, Mulberry and Wal- 
nut street, shall contain the same breadth with the said 
street respectively, and shall extend from Radcliff street 
aforesaid twenty-seven degrees, easterly into the said 
river Delaware, leaving a convenient distance for public 
landings, at least fifteen feet beyond low water mark.— 
And that there shall be another street, containing in 
breadth thirty-three feet, called Water-street, which 
shall begin at Mill street aforesaid, on Delaware, sixty 
feet from Radcliff-street, and run East twenty-seven de- 
grees, North under the bank along the river side to the 
extent of the said town on Delaware aforesaid. And 
we further make and ordain, that all streets and Lanc- 
ing-places which now are,and hereafter shall be laid out, 
within the town aforesaid, shall be always free, and kept 
open for all the liege people of us, our heirs and succes- 
sors, to pass and repass, without any Obstruction or im- 
pediment whatever. 

And we do hereby name and constitute the said Jc- 
seph Bond and John Hall to be present Burgesses; and 
Thomas Clifford High constable of the Borough; who 
shall so continue until the eighth Day of September next 
ensuing the date of these Presents. On which day, as 
also on the same day in the same month yearly after- 
wards for ever, it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
freeholders and house-keepers of the said town and bo- 
rough publickly to meet in some convenient place with- 
in the same town, to be by them appointed for that pur- 
pose, and then and there to nominate, elect and choose 
by the Ballot, fit and able men of the inhabitants of the 
said town to be Burgesses and high constables, with all 
such officers, within the same, for serving and assisting 
the Burgesses in managing the affairs of the said Bo- 
rough, in keeping of the peace and good order therein 
from time to time as to the said electors, or the Major- 
ity of them, shall seem requisite and necessary: And the 
Burgess first chosen, or having the Majority of the votes 
in the said elections, shall be called Chief Burgess of the 
said town. 

And we will and ordain, that all the said Burgesses for 
the time being shall be, and are hereby impowered and 
authorised to be conservators of the peace within tle 
said borough; and shall have power by themselves, and 
upon their own View, without any Law-proceedings, to 
remove all nuisances and incroachments out of the said 
streets and public landing-places, as they shall see oc- 
casion. With Power also to arrest, imprison and punish 
rioters and breakers of the peace, and to bind them and 
all other offenders, and persons of evil fame, to the 
peace and good behaviour, as fully and effectually as 
any of the justices of the peace of the said County may 
or can do; and return or bring the Recognizances by 
them to be taken to the Court of Quarter-Session for 
the said County. And wedo hereby grant and appoint, 
that the Sheriff and Clerk of the Courts for the said coun- 
ty of Bucks for the Time being, if not residents in the 
said borough, shall appoint and constitute sufficient dep- 
uties, who shall from time to time reside or constantly 
attend in the said town of Bristol, to perform the duties 
of their respective offices. But before any of the said 
Burgesses, Constables or other officers, shall take upon 
them the execution of theirrespective offices, they shall 
take and subscribe the oath enjoined to be taken and 
subscribed by the several acts of Parliament in that case 
made and provided, except the people called Quakers, 
who shall be qualified by taking and subscribing the 
several Attestations or Engagements allowed to the 
People called Quakers, instead of the Oath of Abjura- 
tion, according to the Form of the Statutes in that 
Case lately made and provided. Ag :shall also be 
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sworn or attested to the due Execution of their res- | town of Bristol aforesaid, as ifthe said Powers, Aut!.or- 
pective offices. And every chief Burgess so elected | ities, Liberties, Immunities, Privileges and Franchises 
from year to year as aforesaid, shall within five days im- | were herein or hereby more fully expressed, according 
ediately after his election present himself at the city of | to the intent and meaning of these Presents: and that no 
Philadelphia to be qualified, by taking and subscribing | officer or officers of us, or any of our Successors, or any 
the oaths or attestations aforesaid before the Governor | other person, shall molest or disturb the said Burgesses, 
for the time being, or before such other Persons asthe | High-constable, and inhabitants of the said town of Bris- 
Governor shall think fit to appoint for that purpose.— | tol in the quiet enjoyment of any of the privileges grant- 
Andthe said chief Burgess being so qualified him- | ed or intended to be granted as aforestid: TO HAVE 
self, to enter upon his Office; and the other Burgesses, | AND TO HOLD all and singular the Privileges, Ad- 
Constable or other officers newly elected for that year, | vantages, Liberties, Immunities, Franchises, and all oth- 
shall and may be qualified by taking and subscribing 'er Premises herein and hereby given, or herein or 
the said oaths or Attestations before him the said Chief | hereby that are meant, intended or mentioned to be 
Burgess, or before any two Justices of the Peace in the | given or granted unto them the said Joseph Bond, chief 
said County of Bucks, who are hereby authorized and | Burgess, John Hall, second Burgess, and ‘Thomas Clif- 
impowered to administer the same respectively. | ford, High-Constable, and their heirs, to and for the sole 
And we do hereby further grant and ordain, that the | and only proper use, benefit and behoof of the said Bur- 
High constable of the said borough for the time being | gesses, High-constable, and inhabitants of the said town 
shall be the Clerk of the Market, who shall and may | of Bristol, and their successors for ever. 
have assize of Bread, Wine, Beer, Wood and other IN TESTIMONY whereof, we have caused these our 
Things, and do, execute and perform all things belong- | letters to be made patents, and the great seal of the 
ing to the Clerk of the Market within the said Town and | said province to be thereunto affixed. Witness WIL- 
Borough of Bristol. | LIAM KEITH, Esq; with our royal approbation Gov- 
And we do by the authority aforesaid grant unto the | ernor of the said province of Pennsylvania, the Counties 
Burgess and their Successors, That if any the inhabitants | of New-castle, Kent and Sussex, on Delaware, this four- 
of the said Town and Borough shall hereafter be elect- | teenth day of November, in the seventh year of our 
ed to the office of Burgess or constable as aforesaid, and | Reign, Annoque Domini One Thousand Seven Hundred 
having Notice of his or their election, shall refuse to un- | and Twenty. WILLIAM KEITH. 
dertake & execute that office to which he is so chosen, | 
it shall and may be lawful for the Burgess and burgesses | CAPTIVITY OF BENJAMIN GILBERT AND 
then acting to impose such moderate fines upon the Re- | HIS FAMILY. 


fusers,'so as the Burgesses Fine exceed not Ten | From the account published a few years after. 
Pounds, and the constables Five Pounds; to be levied 


by distress and sale of the goods of the party so refus-| Benjamin Gilbert, Son of Joseph Gilbert, was born at 
ing, by Warrant, under the hand of one or more of the | Byberry, about 15 miles from the City of Philadelphia, 
Burgesses, or by other lawful ways, to the Use of the | in the year 1711, and received his Education among the 
said town. And in such case it shall and may be lawful | people called Quakers, 
for the said Inhabitants forthwith to choose others to sup-| He resided at or near the place of his nativity for sev- 
ply the defects of such refusers. And that it shall & may | eral years; during which time of residence he married, 
be lawful for the said Burgesses & constable for the time | and after the decease of his first wife,he accomplished a 
being to summon and assemble town-meetings from time | second marriage with Elizabeth Peart, widow of Bryan 
to time, as often as they shall find occasion: At which | Peart, and continued in this neighbourhood until the 
meeting they may make such ordinances and rules (not | year 1775, when he removed with his family to a farm 
repugnant to or inconsistant with the Laws of GreatBrit- | situated on Mahoning Creek, in Penn township, North- 
ain and htis Province )as to the greatest part of the town- | ampton county, being the Frontiers of Pennsylvania, 
meeting shall seem n cessary and convenient for the | not far from where Fort Allen was erected The im- 
good Government of the said town. And the same | provements he carried on here were according to the 
rules and ordinances to put in Execution; and the same | usual manner of new settlements, convenience being 
to revoke, alter and make anew as occasion shall re- | principally attended to; his house and barn being of 
quire. Andalso impose such Mulcts and Amerciaments | logs, to this he added a saw-mill and a commodious stone 
upon breakers of the said Ordinances as to the Makers | Grist-mill, which, as it commanded the Country fora 
thereof shall be thought reasonable; to be levied as is a- | considerable distance, conduced in some measure to 
bove directed in case of fines, to the use of the said | render his situation comfortable. 
town, without rendering any account thereofto us, &c. | Thisshort account may not be improper, in order to 
or to the said proprietary, his heirs or assigns, with pow- | interest our feelings in the relation of the many scenes 
er also to the said Meetings to mitigate or release the | of affliction the family were reduced to, when snatched 
said fines and Mulcts upon the Submission of the Parties. | from the pleasing enjoyment of the necessaries and con- 
And we do further grant to the said Burgesses and | veniencies of life. The most flattering of our prospects 
Inhabitants of the aforesaid town and Borougt: of Bristol, | are often marked with disappointment, expressively in- 
That they and their successors shall and may for ever | structing us that we are all strangers and sojourners 
hereafter, hold and keep within the said town in every | here, as were our forefathers. 
week of the year one market on the 5th day of the week | This family was alarmed on the 25th day of the 4th 


called Thursday; and also two fairs there in every year; | month, 1780, about sun-rise, by a party of eleven In- 


the first of them to begin the eighth Day of May, and to | dians, whose appearance struck them with terror; to 


continue that day and one day after; and the other of | attempt an escape was death, and a portion of distress 
said fairs to begin the twenty-ninth Day of October, | not easy to be supported, the certain attendant on the 
and to continue till the thirty-first day of the same | most patient and submissive conduct. The Indians who 
month, in such place and places in the said town as the | made this incursion, were of different tribes or nations, 
Burgess from time to time may appoint. _who had abandoned their country on the approach of 

And further we have, and by these presents do, for | General Sullivan’s Army, and fled within command of 
us and our successors, give, grant, ratify and confirm, | the British Forts in Canada, promiscuously settling with- 
unto the said Burgesses, Constable, & Inhabitants of the | in their neighbourhood, and, according to Indian cus- 


said town of Bristol, and to their successors, from hence- | tom of carrying on war, frequently invading the Fron- 


forth, all lawful Privileges, Immunities, Franchises Pow- | tier settlements, taking captive the weak and defence- 
ers and Jurisdictions, hereinbefore granted, or that are | less. 


herein or hereby intended to be given or granted unto 
the said Burgesses, Constable, and Inhabitants of the | T 





The names of these Indians, with their respective 
ribes, are as follow: 
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ond in command, who was also stiled Captain: these | 


two were Mohawks descended of a French woman.— 
Samuel Harras, a Cayuga Indian, John Huston, and his 
son John Huston, Jun. Cayugus; John Fox of the Del- 
aware Nation. The other five were Senecas. 


At this place they made captives of the following | 


persons: 


Benjamin Gilbert, aged 69 year; Elizabeth, his wife, 
55 years, Joseph Gilbert, his son, 41 years; Jesse Gil- 
bert, another son, aged 19 years; Sarah Gilbert, wife to 
Jesse, aged 19 years; Rebecca Gilbert, a daughter, a- 
ged 16 years; Abner Gilbert a son, aged 14 years; Eli- 
zabeth Gilbert, a daughter, aged 12 years: Thomas 
Peart, Son to Benjamin Gilbert’s wife, aged 23 years— 
Benjamin Gilbert, a son of John Gilbert of Philadelphia, 
aged 11 years: Andrew Harrigar, of German descent, 
hired by Benjamin Gilbert, aged 26 years: Abigail Dod- 
son, (daughter of Samuel Dodson, who lived on a farm 
near one mile distant from the mill) who came that 
morning with grist, aged 14 years. 

They then proceeded to Benjamin Peart’s dwelling, 
about halfa mile further, and brought himself and fam- 
ily, viz. 

Benjamin Peart,son to Benjamin Gilbert’s, wife aged 27 
years: Elizabeth Peart, his wife, aged 20 years: Their 
child, about nine months old. 

The prisoners were bound with cords which the In- 
dians brought with them, and in this melancholy condi- 


INDIAN C 


Rowland Monteur, Ist Captain; John Monteur, sec- | 
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| Gilbert’s settlements. Here they halted an hour, and 
then struck into the Neskapeck path; the uneavenness 
and ruggedness of which, rendered it exceedingly toil- 
}some, and obliged them to move forwards slowly.— 
| Quackac creck runs across the Neskapeck path, which 
leads over Pismire hill. At this last place they stopped 
to refresh themselves, and then pursued their march a- 
| long the same path, through Moravian Pine Swamp, to 
| Mahoniah mountain, where they lodged, being the first 
| night of their captivity. 
| it may furnish information to some, to mention the 
method the Indians generally use to secure their prison- 
| ers: they cut down a sapling as large asa man’s thigh, 
|andtherein cut notches, in which they fix their legs, 
and over this they place a pole, crossing the pole on 
| each side with stakes drove in the ground, and in the 
| crotchet of the stakes they place other poles or riders, ef- 
| fectually confining the prisoners on their backs; besides 
| which, they put « strap round their necks, which they 
| fasten to a tree: in this manner the night passed. Their 
} beds were Hemlock branches strewed on the ground, 
| and blankets for a covering, which was an indulgence 
| scarcely to have been expected from savages: it may 
| reasonably be expected, that in this melancholy situa- 
| tion, sleep was a stranger to their eye-lids. 
| Benjamin Peart having fainted in the evening, occa- 
_sioned by the sufferings he endured, was threatned to 
| be tomahawked by Rowland Monteur. 


| 26th. Early this Morning they continued their route, 





tion left under a guard for the space of half an hour, du- | near the waters of Teropin ponds. The Indians thought 
ring which time the rest of the Captors employed them- | it most eligible to separate the prisoners in companies 
selves in plundering the house, and packing up such | of two by two, each company under the command of a 
goods as they chose to carry off, until they had got to- | particular Indian, spreading them to a considerable dis- 
gether a sufficient loading for three horses which they | tance, in order to render a_ pursuit as impracticable as 
took, besides compelling the distressed prisoners to car- | possible. The old people, overcome with fatigue, 
ry part of their plunder. When they had finished plun- | could not make as much expedition as their severe task- 
dering, they began their retreat, two of their number | masters thought proper, but failed in their journey,and 
being detached to fire the buildings, which they did | were therefore threatened with death, by the Indian 
without any exception of those belonging to the unhap- | under whose direction they were placed: thus circum- 
py sufferers; thereby aggravating their distresses, as | stanced, they resigned themselves to their unhappy lot, 
they could observe the flames, and the falling of the | with as much fort:tude as possible. ‘Towards evening 
roofs, from an adjoining eminence called Summer Hill. | the parties again met and encamped, having killed a 
They cast a mournful look towards their dwellings, but | deer, they kindled a fire, each one roasting pieces of 
were not permitted to stop, until they had reached the | the flesh upon sharpened switches. The confinement 
further side of the hill, where the party sat down to | of the captives was the same with the first night, but, 
make a short repast; but grief prevented the prisoners | as they were by this time more resigned to the event, 


from sharing with them. | they were not altogether deprived ofsleep. 
The tndians speedily put forwards from this place; | 


| 27th. After breakfast a council was held concerning 

as they apprehended they were not so far removed from | the division of the prisoners, which being settled, they 
settlements as to be secure from pursuit, Not much (delivered each other those prisoners who fell within 
further was a large hill called Mochunk, which they | their several allotments,giving them directions to attend 
fixed upon for a place of rendezvous: here they halted | to the particular Indians whose property they became.In 
near an hour, and prepared shoes and sandals, which | the day’s journey they passed near Fort Wyoming,on the 
they called Mockasons, for some of the children: con- | eastern branch of Susquehanna, about forty tiles from 
sidering themselves in some degree relieved from dan- | their late habitation. The Indians, naturally timid, were 
ger, their fears abated so that they could enjoy their | alarmed as they approached this garrison, and observed 
meal at leisure, which they ate very heartily, At their | great caution, not suffering any noise, but stepped on 
removal from this hill, they told the prisoners that Col. | the stones that lay in the path, lest any footstep should 
Butler was no great distance from them, in the woods, | lead to a discovery. Not far from thence is a considera- 
and that they were going to him. ble stream of water, emptying itself into Susquehanna, 
Near the foot of the hill flows a stream of water called | which they crossed with great difficulty, it being deep 
threatened with death by the Indians if she did not : a painful and wearisome journey through avery stony & 
form it, with many a heavy step she at length succeeded. | hilly path.Here the Indians sought diligently for a private 
The broad mountain is said to be seven miles over in | lodging-place,that they might be as secure as possible 


Mochunk creek, which was crossed, and the second | and rapid, and continued here this night. Benjamin 
this place, and about 10 miles distant from Benjamin | fromany scouting-parties of the white people. It is unne- 


mountain passed; the steep and difficult ascent of which | Gilbert being bound fast with cords, underwent great 
appeared very great to the much enfeebled and affright- | sufferings. — ; 
ed captives: they were permitted to rest themselves for| 28/h. This morning the prisoners were all painted 
some minutes, and then pressed onwards to the broad | according to the custom among the Indians, some of 
mountain, at the foot of which runs Nescaconnah creek. | them with red and black, some all red, and some with 
Doubly distressed by a recollection of past happiness, | black only: those whom they smut with black, without 
and a dread of the miseries they had now to undergo, | any other colour,are not considered of any value,andare 
they began the ascent of this mountain with great an- | by this mark generally devoted to death: although this 
guish both of mind and body. Benjamin Gilbert’s wife, | cruel purpose may not be executed immediately, they 
dispirited with the increasing difficulties, did not expect | are seldom preserved to reach the Indian Hamlets alive. 
she was able to pass this mountain on foot; but being | In the evening they came to Susquehanna, having had 
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cessary to make further mention of their manner oflodg- 
ing, as it still remained the same. 

29th. They went in search of the horses which had 
strayed from them in the night, and after some time 
found them. They then kept the course of the river, 
walking along its side with difficulty. In the afternoon 
they came to a place where the Indians had directed 
four negroes to wait their return, having left them some 
corn for asubsistance: these negroes had escaped from 
confinement, and were on their way to Niagara, when 
first discovered by the Indians; being challenged by 
them, answered ‘‘they were for the King,” upon which 
they immediately received them into protection. 

30th. ‘The Negroes who were added to the Company 
the day before, began cruelly to domineer and tyrannize 
over the Prisoners, frequently whipping them for their 
sport, and treating them with more severity than even 
the Indians themselves; baving had their hearts har- 
dened by the meanness of their condition, and long 
subjection to Slaver;. In this Day’s journey they pas- 
sed the remains of the Indian Town, Wyaloosing. The 
lands round these ruins have a remarkable appear- 
ance of fertility. In the Evening they made a lodg- 
ment by the side of a large Creek. 

5th Month 1st. After crossing a considerable Hill in 
the Morning, they came to a Place where two Indians 
lay dead. A Party of Indians had taken some white 
People, whom they were carrying off Prisoners, they 
rose upon the Indians in the night, killed four of them 
and then effected their escape. The women were sent 
forwards, and the men-prisoners commanded to draw 
near and view the two dead bodies, which remained, 
(the other two being removed); they staid to observe 
them a considerable time, and were then ordered to a 
a were a tree was blown down. Death appeared to 

e their doom; but after remaining in a state of sad sus- 

pense for some time, they were ordered to dig a grave; 
to effect which, they cut a sapling with their tomahawks, 
and sharpened one end, with which wooden instrument 
one of them broke the ground, and the others cast 
the earth out with their hands, the negroes being 
permitted to beat them severely whilst they were thus 
employed. After interring the bodies, they went for- 
wards to the rest, and overtook them as they were pre- 
paring for their lodging. ‘They were not yet released 
from their sapling confinement. 

2d. Having some of their provisions with them, they 
made an early meal, and travelled the whole day. They 
crossed the East Branch of Susquehanna towards even- 
ing, in canoes, at the place where Gen. Sullivan’s army 
had passed it in their expedition. Their encampment 
was on the western side of this branch of the river; but 
two Indians who did not cross it, sent for Benjamin Gil- 
bert, jun. and Jesse Gilbert’s wife, and as no probable 
cause could be assigned why it was so, the design was 
considered asa very dark one, and was a grievous af- 
fliction to the others. 

3d. The morning however dispelled their fears, when 
they had the satisfaction of seeing them again, and un- 
derstood they had not received any treatment harder 
than their usual fare. The horses swam the Susquehan- 
na, by the side of the canoe. This day the Indians in 
their march found a scalp, and took it along with them, 
as also some old corn, of which they made a supper.— 
a frequently killed deer, and by that means suppli- 
ed the company with meat, being almost the only pro- 
vision they ate, as the Flour they took with them was 
expended. 
_ 4th. The path they travelled this morning was but 
little trodden, which made it difficult for those who 
were not acquainted with the woods to keepin it. They 
crossed a creek, made up a large fire to warm them- 
selves by, and then separated into two companies, the 
one taking the westward path, with whom were Tho- 
mas Peart, Joseph Gilbert, Benjamin Gilbert, jun. and 
Jesse Gilbert’s wife Sarah; the others went more to the 
north, over rich level land. When evening came, inqui- 


ry was made concerning the four captives who were ta- 
ken in the westward path, and they were told, that 
“These were killed and scalped, and you may expect 
the same fate to-night.” *Andrew Harrigar was so ter- 
rified at the threat, that he resolved upon leaving them, 
and as soon as it was dark, took a kettle with pretence 
of bringing some water, and made his escape under fa- 
vour of the night. He was sought after by the Indians 
as soon as they observed him to be missing. 

5th. Inthe morning the Indians returned; their search 
for Andrew Harrigar being happily for him unsuccess- 
ful. The prisoners whe remained, were therefore treat- 
ed with great severity on account of his escape, and 
were often accused cf being privy to his design. Capt. 
Rowland Monteur, carried his resentment so far, that he 
threw Jesse Gilbert down, and lifted his tomahawk to 
strike him,which the mother prevented, by putting her 
head on his forehead, beseeching him to spare her son: 
This so enraged him, that he turned round, kicked her 
over, and tied them both by their necks to a tree, where 
they remained until his fury was a little abated; he then 
loosed them,and not long after bid them pack up and go 
forwards. They passed through a large pine swamp, and 
about noon reached one of the Kittareen towns, which 
was desolated. Not far from this town, on the summit 
of a mountain, there issues a large spring, forming a ve- 
ry considerable fall, and runs very rapidly in an irregu- 
lar winding stream down the mountain’s sides. They 
left this place, and took up their lodging in a deserted 
wigwam covered with bark, which had formerly been 
part ofa town of the Shipquagas. 

6th, 7th, and 8th. They continued these three days 
in the neighborhood of these villages, which had been 
deserted upon Ger:. Sullivan’s approach. Here they 
lived well, having in addition to their usual bill of fare, 
plenty of turnips and potatoes, which had remained in 
the ground, unnoticed by the army. This place was the 
hunting-ground of the Shiquagas, and whenever their 
industry prompted them to go out hunting, they had no 
difficulty to procure as many deer as they desired. 

Roast and boiled meat, with vegetables, afforded them 
plentiful meals; they also caught a wiid turkey, and 
some fish, called suckers. Their manner of catching 
fish, was, to sharpen a stick, and watch along the rivers 
until a fish came near them, when they suddenly pier- 
ced him with the stick, and brought him out of the 
water. 

Here were a numberof colts, some of them were ta- 
ken, and the prisoners ordered to manage them, which 
was not easily done. 

9th. When they renewed their march, they placed 
the mother upon a horse that seemed dangerous to ride, 
but she was preserved from any injury. In this day’s 
journey they came to meadow ground, where they staid 
the night, the men being confined as before related, and 
the negroes lay near them for a guard. 

10th. A wet swamp, that was very troublesome, lay 
in their road; after which they bad to pass a rugged 
mountain, where there was no path. The underbrush 
made it hard labour for the women to travel; but no ex- 
cuse would avail with their severe masters, and they 
were compelled to keep up with the Indians, however 
great the fatigue. When they had passed it, they tar- 
ried awhile for the negroes who had lagged behind, hav- 
ing sufficient employ to attend to the colts that carried 
the Plunder. When all the company met together, they 
agreed to rendezvous in an adjoining swamp. 

11th. A long reach of savannas and low ground, ren- 
dered this day’s route very fatiguing and painful, espe- 
cially tothe women. Elizabeth Peart’s husband not be- 
ing allowed to relieve her by carrying the child, her 
spirits and strength were so exhausted that she was rea- 
dy to faint; the Indian under whose care she was, ob- 

*Andrew Harrigar endured many hardships in the 
woods, and at length returned to the settlements, and 
gave the first authentic intelligence of Benjamin Gilbert 
and his family, to their friends. 
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serving her distress, gave her a violent blow. When 
we compare the temper and customs of these people, 
with those of our own color, how much cause have we 
to be thankful for the superiority we derive from the 
blessings of civilization. 

It might truly be said, days of bitter sorrow, and wea- 
risome nights were appointed the unhappy captives. 

12th. Their Provisions began to grow scant, having 
past the hunting grounds: The want of proper fvod to 
support them, which render them more capable of en- 
during their daily fatigue, was a heavy trial, and was 
much increased by their confinement at night. _Eliza- 
beth Gilbert was reduced so low, that she travelled in 

at pain all this day, riding on horse-back inthe morn- 
ing, but towards evening she was ordered to alight, and 
walk up a hill they had to ascend; the pain she su‘fer- 
ed, together with want of food, so overcame her, that 
she was seized with a chill: The Indians administered 
some flour and water boiled, which afforded her relief. 
13th. Last night’s medicine being repeated, they 
continued their march, and after a long walk, were so 
effectually worn down, that they halted. The pilot, 
John Huston, the Elder, took Abner Gilbert with him, 
(as they could make more expedition than the rest) to 
procure a supply of provisions to relieve their necessity. 
14th. The mother had suffered so much, that two of 
her children were obliged to lead her. Before noon 
they came to Canadosago, where they met with Benja- 
min Gilbert, jun. and Jesse Gilbert’s wife Sarah, two of 
the four who had been separated from them ten days 
past, and taken along the western path. This meeting 
afforded them great satisfaction; the doubt and uncer- 
tainty of their lives being spared, often distressing their 
affectionate relations. 

John Huston, jun. the Indian under whose care Ben- 
jamin Gilbert was placed, designing to dispatch him, 
painted him black; this exceedingly terrified the fami- 
ly, but no intreaties of theirs being likely to prevail, 
they resigned their cause to him whose power can con- 
trol all events. Wearied with their weakness and trav- 
elling, they made astop to recover themselves, when the 
pilot returning, assured them they should soon receive 
some provisions. The negroes were reduced so low 
with hunger, that their behaviour was different from 
what it had been, conducting with more moderation.— 
At their quarters in the evening, two white men came 
to them, one of which was a yolunteer amongst the Bri- 
tish, the other had been taken prisoner some time be- 
fore; these two men brought some hommony, and sugar 
made from the sweet maple, the sap being boiled to a 
consistency, and is but little inferior to the sugar impor- 
ted from the islands, Of this provision, and an hedge- 
hog which they found, they made a more comfortable 
supper than they had enjoyed for many days. 

15th. In the morning the volunteer having received 
information of the rough treatment the prisoners met 
with from the negroes, relieved them, by taking the 
four blacks under his care. It was not without much 
difficulty they crossed a large creek which was in their 
way, being obliged to swim their horses over it. Ben- 
jamin Gilbert began to fail; the Indian, whose property 
he was, highly irritated at his want of strength, put a 
rope about his neck, leading him along with it; fatigue 
at last so overcame hin, that he fellon the ground, when 
the Indian pulled the rope so hard, that he almost choak- 
edhim. His wife seeing this, resolutely interceded for 
him, although the Indians bid her go forwards, as the 
others had gone on before them; this she refused to 


comply with, unless her husbanc might be permitted to | 


accompany her; they replied “That they were deter- 
mined to kill the old man,” having before this set him 
apart asa victim. But at length her entreaties prevail- 
ed, and their hearts were turned from their cruel pur- 

ose. Had not an overruling Providence preserved 
rim from their fury, he would inevitably have perished, 
as the Indians seldom shew mercy to those whom they 
devote to death, which, as has been before observed, 


was the case with Benjamin Gilbert, whom they had 
smeared with black paint from this motive. When their 
| anger was a little moderated, they set forwards to over- 
| take the rest of the company. Their relations, who had 
| been eye-witnesses of the former part of this scene of 
| cruelty, and expected they would both have been mur- 
| dered, rejoiced greatly at their return, considering their 
safety as a providential deliverance. 
16th. Necessity induced two of the Indians to set off 
; en horse-back, into the Seneca country, in search of 
| provisions. ‘The prisoners, in the mean time, were or- 
| dered to dig up a root, something resembling potatoes, 
| which the Indians called whoppanies. They tarried at 
this place, until towards the evening of the succeeding 
| day, and made a soup of wild onions and turnip tops; this 
| they eat without bread or salt, it could not therefore af- 
| ford sufficient sustenance, either for young or old; their 
food being so very light, their strength daily wasted. 
17th. They left this place, and crossed the Genessee 
river, (which empties its waters into Lake Ontario) ona 
raft of logs, bound together by hickory withes; this ap- 
peared to be a dangerous method of ferrying them over 
such ariver, to those who had been unaccustomed to 
such conveyances. They fixed their station near the 
Gennessee banks, and procured more of the wild pota- 
toe roots before mentioned, for their supper. 
18th. One of the Indians left the company, taking 
with him the finest horse they had, and in some hours af- 
ter, returned with a large piece of meat, ordering the 





captives to boil it; this command they cheerfully per- 
formed, anxiously watching the kettle, fresh meat being 
ararity which they had not eaten for a long time. The In- 
diars, when it was sufficiently boiled, distributed to 
each one a piece, eating sparingly themselves. The 
prisoners made their repast without bread or salt, and 
eat with a good relish, what they supposed to be fresh 
beef, but afterwards understood it was horse-fiesh. 

A shrill halloo which they heard, gave the prisoners 
some uneasiness; one of the Indians immediately rode 
to examine the cause, and found it was Capt. Rowland 
Monteur, and his brother John’s wife, with some other 
Indians, who were seeking them with provision. The 
remainder of the company soon reached them, and they 
divided some bread, which they had brought, into small 
pieces, according to the number of the Company. 

Here is a large extent of rich farming land, remarka- 
ble for its levelness and beautiful meadows. The coun- 
try is so flat, that there are no falls in the rivers, and the 
waters run slow and deep; and whenever showers de- 
scend, they continue a long time muddied. 

The captain and his company had brought with them 
cakes of hommony and Indian corn; of this they madea 
good meal. He appeared pleased to see the prisoners, 
having been absent from them several days, and order- 
ed them all round to shake hands with him. From him 
they received information respecting Joseph Gilbert 
and Thomas Peart, who were separated from the others 
on the 4th inst. that they had arrived at the Indian set- 
tlements, some time, in safety. 

The company staid the night at this place. One of 
the Indians refused to suffer any of them to come near 
his fire, or converse with the prisoner, who in the dis- 
tribution had fallen to him. ( To be continued._) 


EXPERIMENTS ON WATER POWER. 
Hall of the Franklin Institute, ¢ 
May 1829. 

The undersigned, a committee appointed by the Board 
of Managers of the Franklin Institute, under the forego- 
ing resolutions, [see Register, page 253], have determi- 

ned after due consideration, that the object of the Insti- 
tute and the wishes and interest of the public will be 
much better attained by having at their command a head 
and fall of 22 feet. They have accordingly applied to 
the City Councils for liberty to use water from the con- 
duit pipes from which such a head can easily be obtain- 
ed—this privilege has been cheerfully granted. 
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The sum of seven hundred dollars has already been 
subscribed; and it is believed by the committee that the 
further sum of eighteen hundred dollars will be suffi- 
cient to bring the experiments toa satisfactory and suc- 
cessful issue. 

That the public may be able to form an idea of the 
magnitude and importance of the undertaking, the fol- 
lowing brief outline of the views of the committee is sub- 
mitted: 

It is intended to use wheels of various sizes from 2 feet 
in diameter up to 20; to ascertain the maximum effect of 
each wheel separately, as it relates to the quantity and 
head of water to be used, and the place of its delivery 
on the wheel, and the form of the gate, and shape and 
position and size of the buckets or floats; to ascertain 
the relative powers of the same wheel when used as an 
undershot, breast, and overshot; and also to compare 
the powers of different wheels( when used in these three 
different manners with each other) when the same and 
different heads are used, and when the same and differ- 
ent quantities of water are used: and thus to ascertain 
with what head and fall it is best to use the different 
kind of wheels—having regard also to the quantity of 
water employed. In general, to ascertain the means of 
employing any given quantity of water witha given 
head and fall so as to produce a maximum effect. 

In arriving at this general result, many particulars be- 
sides those enumerated, will, of course, be established 
—such as the relative velocity of the wheel and stream, 
in the case of undershot, when the effect is a maximum 
—whether the effect increases with the head in the same 
ratio for under-shots as for over-shots. 

In conducting these experiments the Committee will 
not take their own theories or those of others for grant- 
ed—but they will endeavor to establish every principle 
on the solid basis of experiment. 

The Committee now confidently call on every liberal 
minded citizen of this republic to aid the Institute with 
mind and money, to carry into successful operation these 
highly useful and interesting experiments. 

Any sum enclosed to either of the undersigned, for 
the purpose named above,will be thankfully received— 
and any experiment proposed by the donor, if compati- 
ble with the views of the Institute, shall be performed; 
and the result with the name of the proposer (unless 
otherwise directed,) shall be inserted in the Journal of 
the Institute, with the general report, at the termination 
of the experiments. 

It is desired that contributors will send in their con- 
tributions before the first of June, as the Institute wish- 
es to terminate the experiments this autumn. 


S. V. Merrick, 
BensamMIn REEVES, 
Isaran LUKENS, 
Reurcs Trzer, 
Anprew Younes, 
M. W. Batpwiy, 
Joun Lrvenrine, 
Jonn AGNEW, 
Samvet Hares, 
James P. Espy, 
Committee. 





REPORT OF THE FUEL SAVINGS SOCIETY. 

The Board of Managers report to the Society, That 
in pursuance of the provisions of the Constitution, the 
Board was duly organized shortly after its election, the 
usual standing committees appointed, and suitable offi- 
cers for the reception of deposits within the city and li- 
berties established. 

The Fuel committee were directed to purchase a 
supply of good oak wood, at the most favourable state 
of the market, the quantity purchased made the stock 
to consist of upwards of 200 cords. . 

This quantity, although small, compared with what 
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had hitherto been Jaid in, proved more than sufficient to 
meet the demand of depositers. 

Several circumstances have combined within the last 
three or four years, to retard the operations of the So- 
ciety, amongst which were the unprecedented mildness 
of the winters, and particularly that of 1827-8. 

The plentiful supply and consequent low price of 
fuel, affording to the poorer classes comparatively easy 
access to this essential article of comfort, within the 
above named period. 

Anxious to avoid the inconvenience and loss conse- 
quent on keeping wood over to a second season, sales 
were effected last winter at an earlier period than usual 
of the estimated surplus at a fair advance. 

The severity of the latter part of the winter, howev- 
er, occasioned a call upon the Society for a number of 
balances which had laid for years. 

To sustain the reputation of the Society unimpaired, 
the Board was obliged to purchase a quantity of wood 
in the market, at an advance of one hundred per cent. 
above the price charged to depositers. 

Although from this occurrence, some loss has been 
sustained by the Society, yet, we apprehend, the effect 
will tend materially to promote the real object of the 
Institution, by exemplifying in a striking manner, the 
advantages to be derived from participating in the ben- 
efits which it affords. 

The price charged to depositers throughout the 
season, was four dollars per cord, whilst during part of 
the winter, oak wood commanded at the wharf, Ten 
dollars. 

There is, we believe, at the present time, a gene- 
ral disposition abroad, rather to promote habits of 
industry and economy amongst the poor, than to en- 
courage a miserable and paralyzing dependence on pub- 
lic charity. 

By the Treasurer’s account, it appears, that he has re- 
ceived within the last year, including the balance from 
the last settlement, $1393 72 cents, and paid drafts of 
the Board to the amount of $540, leaving in his hands 
due the Society on the 20th inst. $853 72 cents. 

Before closing this report, the Board will take occa- 
sion toremark. ‘That although the operations of the 
Society, for the past year have been comparatively 
small, yet the class of depositers has been generally 
of a very respectable and intelligent order of persons, 
many of whom have expressed their gratitude to the 
Society in the strongest terms, and have promised to 
exert their influence to induce their friends and ac- 
quaintance to a participation in the benefits offered to 
their acceptance. Much, however, will still depend 
upon our fellow citizens, who give employment to the 
industrious operatives in Society, to encourage in this 
interesting class, a spirit of independence and self-res- 
pect, of the highest importance, not only to themselves, 
but to the community at large. 





At a stated meeting of the Society, held agreeably to 
the Constitution, by public notice, the 23d. of 3d. 
month, (March,) 1829. The following persons were 
duly elected officers and managers for the ensuing 
year:— 

Robert Ralston, President. 

Vice Presidenis. 
Thomas Rodgers, A. A. Browne. 
L.. Nicholson, T'reasurer. 
Edward Needles, Secretary. 
Managers. 

W.M. Walmsley, Charles Williams, 
A. M. Buckley, J. H. Schreiner, 
Joseph M. Truman, Saml. C. Bunting, 
William Robinson, W.C. Hancock, 
Jonathan Roberts, F. Erringer, 
Daniel Knight, E. B. Garrigues. 

Extracted from the Minutes of the Society. 

Epwarp Nerpues. Sec’ry. 
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SANDERSON. mentioned, verified as aforefaid, and pay the said sum 
Shee asa Se of twenty dollars in every one hundred dollars, and any 
y Barometer. | Thermometer|Atmosp. Variations. | agent or agents offending against the provisions of this 
e " . . act shall forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars 
9 12 | 3 9{12, 3] am, > % for each and every such insurance, to be recovered in 
Pa sere eG Et Be Ok Der Es —— | the manner in which fines and forfeitures of that amount 
| sian 2 = : 29 0) 46 | <2 52 | Rain Cloudy are by law recoverable, one half of which fine to be 
| 3 | 28 : - 9 | a a = 49 | 51} Cloudy | Cloudy paid to the informer, and the other half for the benefit 
| 4i9 a eal 28 9 42) 44) 44 Rain Rain of the poor in the city, borough, district or county, 
5 em 2/29 2) 29 2 40 48 | 49) Cloudy | Sunshn. | where such insurance or insurances shall have been ef- 
; fected or agreed to be effected or procured as aforesaid: 
| . = ; = 2 “4 2 37 | 42 rh Cloudy Cloudy Provided always nevertheless, That notwithetending such 
glo 5 29 = 3 41 | 52) 57 Clear Clear forfeiture, and the payment thereof, the said agent or 
9 29 ; 5| 29 4 | 48 | 56 54 Cloudy Sunshn. agents, shall remain personally answerable for the said 
10 eo Slen > 48 i= 53 tain Cloudy | payment on premiums to the state treasurer, and shall 
il 1199 1199 1 46 e 60 | Cloudy | Cloudy | in default be immediately prosecuted therefor in the 
12 44 | 52) 53) Cloudy | Cloudy name of the commonweajth: And provided also, That the 
13 5199 5|99 6143158 Cloudy Sunshn. principals of such agent or agents and their property 
14 7199 7199 6| 43 | 53 | 57 Clear Sunshn. | shall be responsible for the said payments, and shall and 
40 | 52 | 55 | Clear Clear may be proceeded against by suit,’ attachment, or other- 
15 6| 29 6| 29 6 | 42|54|)58|Clear | Clear wise, as the case may require. 
16 | 29 4|29 4| 29 3; 52|62|67|Clear | Clear 
17 | 29 2} 29 2| 29 3 41 56 | 58 | Cloudy | Sunshn. WILLIAM MACKENZIE. 
“ 29 5) 29 5) 29 4) 45 | 57/61] Clear | Cloudy The following article precedes the second volume of 
20 | 29 4) 29 4) 29 4 62) 71/74 / Sunshn. |Show’ry ee ees ome op SSeS to the Loganian Li- 
a 7 7 od : = Si cel an a eee oe The Books described in the following Catalogue, were 
93 |99 2/29 2/99 2! 52 70 | 76 ae ok part of the Library of the late William Mackenzie, Esq. 
24129 3/29 3\99 3/39/40 | 49 Rain ; Clond ' | of Philadelphia, the city of his birth and residence, du- 
25199 5129 5 | 99 6 | 39 | 40 41\ Cloudy | cl a, ring a life extended beyond seventy years, and almost 
26 | ye ouey oN, meuntes re any pursuits. s 
9 He was born on the 23d of July, 1758, received his ed- 
af ro i - ao i m = i —_—— a ucation at the College and Academy of Philadelphia, 
99 |99 5199 5/99 4170\75 179 hea - rh od and then entered the counting house of the late John 
30 !29 4129 4129 4166! 69 | 64| Cloudy | Cloudy Ross, Esq. one of the most eminent merchants of that 





city; where he acquired an accurate and extensive 
knowledge of mercantile affairs; with reputation to him- 
AN ACT RELATIVE TO INSURANCE COM= } self and She esteem of that highly oumpeniia gentle- 

PANIES man; but being easy in his circumstances, and fond of 

And Agencies of Insurance Companies not chartered | reading and retirement, he indulged himself in literary 
by this state, which was passed at the late session of | pursuits, and gradually accumulated the collection of 
the legislature. -_ -~ — nen eae to _ — 

. ‘ ‘ e 1a an oganian Libraries, with many others, the 
aria Insurance See 7 SP riney ei part of which have since been aaediniaal from 
ompanies not chartered by this State. | his Executors for those Institutions. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of | The Rev. Dr. James Anencromsix, who was one of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in | his few intimate friends, in speaking of him, says—“He 
General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the au- | believes he never had an enemy, at least, from the puri- 
thority of the same, That any person or persons within | ty of his principles and correctness of his conduct, I am 
the state who shall act as an agent or agents for any in- | sure he never deserved one.” 
dividuals, or association of individuals not incorporated | His constitution, though vigorous, was not robust, his 
and authorised by the laws of this state, to effect insu- | manners plain and conciliatory; his hand and purse were 
rances, against losses by sea, in the nature of marine | ever open and ready to relieve individual and domestic 
risks, or against losses by fire, or Insurance on lives, or | distress, and contribute to public requisitions; in short, 
granting annuities, or against any other loss or peril, | in every relation which he bore to society; he exhibited 
such asby rain, flood, ice, theft, or any other cause, | a truly estimable and exemplary character; as a son, du- 
whether on land or water, upon all and every kind of | tiful, affectionate and attentive; asa man, benevolent, 
property, although {such individuals or associations may | liberal and honest; asa citizen, patriotic, generous and 

€ incerporated for that purpose by any other state, | amiable; as a friend, firm, sincere and candid; as a com- 
shall pay to the state treasurer, yearly and every year, panio., intelligent, entertaining and courteous. He was 
the sum of twenty dollars upon every sum of one hun- | an accomplished Belles Lettres and Classical Scholar, 
dred dollars upon the amount of all premiums received | and the tenor of his life was an uniform illustration of his 
by such agent or agents,or any other person or persons | principles and the benevolence of his heart. He died 
for him or them, or which shall have been agreed to be | on the 30th of July, 1828, having by his last will and 
paid for any insurances effected or agreed to be effected | testament made the following bequests; in carrying 
or procured by him or them, as such agent or agents, | which into effect and disposing of his remaining books, 
against lost or injury sustained by sea,or against loss or in- | his Executors, Thomas Mitchell, George S. Savery, and 
jury sustained by fire,or insurance on lives,or granting an- | Judah Dobson, have manifested the same liberality and 
nuities,or against any other losses or peril,such as by rain, | regard to the two Institutions, which influenced the tes- 
flood, ice, theft, or any other cause, whether on land or | tator in making those bequests. They are contained in 
water, upon all and every kind of property, and the said | the following extract from his will, viz. 
agent or agents shall yearly and every year,onorbe-| “f give and bequeath to the Library Company of 
fore the first Monday of July, furnish to the auditor gen- | Philadelphia, their successors and assigns forever, five 
eral of this commonwealth a true account of all such pre- | hundred volumes to be chosen by the Directors thereof 
miums, verified on oath or affirmation, before a magis- | from my English books, published since the beginning 
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of the eighteenth century; and I give and bequeath to | Since the opening of the navigation this spring until the 
the Library Company of Philadelphia aforesaid, their | 30th April, there had been despatched from Pottsville 
successors and assigns forever, in trust for the increase | 236 boats, carrying 6472 tons, From April 24th to A- 
of the Loganian Library, and subject to the direction of | pril 30th, 1829, 59 coal boats were despatched, carry- 
the Trustees thereof, all my books printed before the | ing 1637 tons;.during the same period last year, 32 coal 
beginning of the eighteenth century, and eight hundred | boats, carrying 915 tons were despatched. Increase for 
volumes more to be chosen by the said trustees from my | the week in favour of 1829, 27 boats and 722 tons! — 
French books, and Latin books, printed since the be-| Such is the grand effect of opening a water communi- 
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ginning of the eighteenth century.” 

Introduction of the Perennial Cabbage —At a meeting 
of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, April 4th, 
a quantity of Perennial Cabbage-seed, imported from 
France, and presented to the Society by our patriotic 
fellow-citizen Elias Durand, was received, and a portion 
of it distributed. The remainder is placed with Messrs. 
Landreths, by whom it will be distributed to applicants. 
‘The seed should be sown thin, and the plants set out 
in October, 20 inches apart, to remain out all winter.— 
This is the practice in Maine and Brittany, but in this 
country a cover may be found necessary. The leaves 
are to be used the following spring as wanted, always 
observing to leave five or six leaves on the top. After 
November no more leaves are to be pulled, but the 
young sprouts used which appear in the place of those 
detached. The Cabbage-stalks last four years in France, 
and the leaves are extensively used for feeding cattle. 

Smail tribute to Genius.—A short time since I called 
to see Jacob Miesse, Esq. of Bern township, Berks co. 
Pa. who showed me a number of engravings executed 
by his son Mr. Gabriel Miesse. This young gentleman 
has an undoubted claim to talents. The first piece of 
work of the kind he performed is surprisingly well 
done, when it is recollected that he had never seen a 
copper-plate,—in fact not even a graver, for this instru- 
ment was constructed by a neighboring biack-smith ac- 
cording to a pattern furnished by the young man him- 
self. In consequence of the development of such prom- 
ising talents, he was prevailed upon by the liberality of 
his father, to resort to Philadelphia and put himself un- 
der the care of an experienced artist. But from great 
constitutional delicacy of frame, he did not remain there 
more than ten days or two weeks before he was attack- 
ed bya severe illness, which obliged him to return to 
the country, and abandon those opportunities so conge- 
nial to his taste. He continued however to amuse him- 
self by engraving a great variety of pieces, among 


cation from a seaport to a coal region. 

So great is the scarcity of teams at this place that it is 

impossible to obtain a sufficient number to haul coal to 

| the landings as fast as it is transported. Persons at a 

distance owning teams, would receive very good wa- 
ges for them by sending them here for that purpose. 

— Miners’ Journ. 

Port Carbon.—This village lies at the head of the 
Schuylkill Navigation, which was extended up to the 
mouth of Mill Creek last summer, and about two miles 
to the north-east of Pottsville. The town is thriving ve- 
ry rapidly—there are already 3 stores, 3 taverns, and 
about 20 dwelling-houses; and it is supposed that be- 
tween 20 and 30 more will be erected in the course of 
the ensuing season. This place is very happily located, 
surrounded almost by lofty mountains, whose bowels are 
well stored with the mineral wealth of this region, An- 
thracite Coal, which can be conveyed to the landings 
with great facility. 

The ground plot for this town was laid out by several 
enterprising individuals—the lots adjoining the land- 
ings, by Abraham Pott and Jacob W. Seitzinger; and 
adjoining this to the westward is Lawtonville, laid out 
by William Lawton, Esq. and on the continuation of 
the river Schuylkill is Rhoadsville, laid out by Daniel J. 
Rhoads, Esq.—the whole of which constitutes Port Car- 
bon, and possesses advantages of no ordinary nature to 
become a place of considerable business.—Miner’s Jn. 

: Mitton, May 7. 

The Contrast—A merchant of Middleburg, Portage 
county, Ohio, passed through this town last week, on 
his way to the city, who informed us that he purchases 
the principal part of his goods in the city of New York, 
sends them by water up the North River to Albany, 
through the Erie canal to Buffalo, up the lake to Cleave- 
land, and through the Ohio canal to his store in Middle- 
burg, (a distance of 750 miles,) and that the freight 
amounts to only $1 373 per hundred!! Now look at 
the other side: —The merchants of this town wno have 


which are plants, flowers, animals, the human figure, | their goods brought from Philadelphia, (a distance of 


&c. &c. executed with a spirit and fidelity truly aston- 
ishing, and turned off by an apparatus wholly construct- 
ed by himself, from the stile to the press. H. 
Schuylkill Journ. 
PorTrsvILteE. 

Great preparations are making in this place for the | 
purpose of putting up a large number of buildings du- 
ring the present season. The ten buildings situated on 
Coal street, and ten situated on Mahantango street, and 
styled “Clinton Row,” which were put up by an enter- 
prizing citizen of Philadelphia, will be ready for the re- 
ception of families in the course of the present month. 
Weare also pleased to state that a number of substanti- 
al brick buildings will be erected. This is as it should 
be, as they will greatly add to the beauty and appear- 
ance of the town. 

Rents here are very high; a two story building on the 
main-street will command a rent of between 2 and 300 
dollars per annum. Capitalists could not lay out their 
money to better advantage than by purchasing lots and 
building upon them, as at the rate of rents above stated, 
they would realize an interest of from 12 to 15 per cent 
on the capital stock invested, without taking into con- 
sideration the increase in value the property undoubted- 
ly would undergo. 

As an evidence of the increasing amount of business 
done in this town, we present the following statement: 





| ing a canal part of the way. 


140 miles) in wagons, pay $1 50 per hundred!!! This 
simple fact speaks volumes; it sets scepticism at defi- 
ance. But one fact more;—merchants who have goods 
brought from Philadelphia to Pottsville in boats, pay for 
freight and storage 25 cents per cwt.; from thence to 
this place in wagons, 62 cents; making an ageregate of 
only 87 cents; reducing freight nearly one half by hav- 
States’ Adv. 


The supposition of the editor of the Mifflin Eagle, [see 
last Register, }] that the dam in the Susquehanna has had 
the effect of directing the course of the shad up the Ju- 
niata, is not founded in truth. Certain are we that shad 
have not been caught in such abundance at this place 
and neighborhood for several years, as they are thissea- 
son. tlton Adv. 


Jacob Sperry has been appointed by the Governor, an 
Alderman for this city. 
illiam Duane appointed Prothonotary of the Su- 
preme court. 
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